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INTRODUCTION. 



The manner in which this little work originated was 
this. The Author was summoned on the Grand Jury 
at the Guildhall Quarter Sessions, before the Lord 
Mayor, the Recorder, and other magistrates and justices, 
on seventh day (Saturday), the 23rd of the 10th month 
(October), 1858, and of course objected, as he always 
has done, to take the oath, in conscientious obedience to 
our Lord's command, " Swear not at all," 

On the following second day (Monday), a very incor- 
rect report of this proceeding appeared in one of our 
daily papers, headed "Quaker Difficulties,'' which 
required explanation. This report, however, pretty 
plainly indicated two things : first, that the reporter did 
not understand what he was writing about sufficiently 
to attempt to abridge it (it would have been better to 
have given it verbatim) ; and, secondly, it showeH that 
the officer did not either understand the affirmation, or 
how to aduiinistcr it properly. 



VI INTRODUCTION. 

Whilst writing to set the matter right, it occurred to 
the Author that it would be useless, and precious time 
lost ; there are lots of Gallios in the world, who " care 
for none of these things ;" neither would a didactic essay 
be hardly at all attended to (the Author has written one 
long ago, ^* Oath-taking superseded by Truth-speaking," 
sold by Donnison, 21, Liverpool-street, London, E.G.) 
There are a large number of Christian professors akin 
to Gallio, at least they don't care sufficiently to wade 
through a long dissertation ; but that if it was written 
in a more inviting strain^ by way of dialogue, it would 
have more attention, and be better understood. Besides 
which, there are other " difficulties" besides ** Quaker 
Difficulties" (as the reporter so quaintly called the refusal 
ix) take the Oath); other vain usages, popular absurdities, 
reprehensible, and even sinful and idolatrous customs, 
mixed up with public worship, and otherwise, which 
have grieved the soul of many a " way-worn pilgrim to 
the land of light" for two centuries or more ; and which 
neither advice, nor remonstrance, nor suffering, nor 
ridicule, nor sarcasm, have yet succeeded in removing, 
but which this Friendlt Discussion aims to bring up 
to the light of the public gaze, that some of their revolt- 
ing deformities may be seen and abhorred. 

It aims, too, at something more than this; namely, to 
excite the enthusiasm of Christians, in seeking the 

PEACE AND EVANGELIZATION OF THE WORLD, aS well as the 

exposure of error and manifestation of truth: and 



INTBODUCnON. Vll 

especially to elicit attention to the principles and usages 
of the Society of Friends, which the Author believes to be 
far in advance of any other Christian Society whatever ; 
(baring, however, active obedience to our Lord's com- 
mand to all His disciples, ^^ Go ye, and teach all nations,"^ 
in which it cannot be said that Friends are in advance, 
but are rather in the rear of other professing Christians.) 
The Society, however, is more and more improving in 
this respect: in which the Author rejoices exceedingly, 
for he never could see why a Christian Society of people, 
one of whose first, fundamental, and distinguishing prin- 
ciples, always has been, that which our Lord Himself 
preached to the people, namely, ** The kingdom of God 
is within you," should not be Fobemost in inviting the 
world's attention to that blessed truth, as George Fox 
and other ancient Friends were. 

In conclusion, the Author would further remark, that 
if in these pages any sharp or strong expression is 
observed, it must be remembered that it deals not 
with persons but with principles^ and that too, he trusts, 
in the spirit of love, which is the only genuine spirit of 
Christianity. 



REFORM IN EARNEST, 



OB 



TRUTH OVER ALL, &c. 

DIALOGUE. 

Enter a Member of the Baptist Society. 

Baptist Well, Mr. Reformer, where are we now ? 

Reformer. Very far indeed below, in my opinion, 
where we ought to be. 

Baptist, How so? 

Beformer. Why does not our great Lawgiver com- 
mand, ** Be ye perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.'' 

Baptist Ah, that we can never attain to. "Who can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one," 
as said old patient Job. Even the great Apostle was 
obliged to acknowledge, *^ Not as though I had already 
attained, either were already perfect." 

Reformer. I am glad to hear thee quote Scripture, 
and so much to the purpose ; when this is the case, and 
with proper care and watchfulness, combined wdth a 
prayerful spirit, conversation is sure to be edifying. But 
it may be that I may have to give thee a hardish rap or 
two ; canst thou bear it? 



2 PERFECTION TO BE ASHBED TO. 

Baptist "Great peace have they which love thy law, 
and nothing shall offend theidl," says David, (Psalm 
cxix, 165.) *^Let the righteous smite me, it shall be a 
kindness; and let him reprove me, it shall be an excellent 
oil which shall not break my head." (Psalm cxli. 6.) 

Reformer. That's indeed the true spirit of godliness ; 
may it ever reign and rule over us, dear brother. 

Baptist But yet, as to the word ** perfect," of course 
we well know it must sometimes be understood in a 
qualified sense. 

Reformer. ** As many as be perfect," said the Apostle 
Paul to the Philippians (iii. 15). And in the sense in 
which Scripture phrase imports the word, it is certain 
that some attained. Job was perfect and upright; and our 
Lord, Job, David, and Solomon, all speak of a perfect man. 

Baptist But here again we must never forget, as I 
said before, it is only in a very qualified sense that we 
must understand it. 

Reformer. I think we should err if we regarded as im- 
practical, what the lip of perfection and goodness spoke; or 
set that down as impossible to be attained, which was com- 
manded by one of whom it was declared '^He needed not 
that any should testify of man, for He knew what was in 
man." 

Baptist But we should always remember the context 
when quoting Scripture. Our Lord (see Matt. v. 44 — 48) 
had been speaking of doing good to our enemies ; and that 
as oiu: heavenly Father causes His sun to rise on the evil 
and the good, and sends His rain on the just and unjust, 
so we should not only pray for and love our enemies, but 
strive to do them good, and thus " be perfect" in the sense 
here intimated. I have no objection to that view of 
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the matter, and regard it as consistent with the aforesaid 
words of the great Apostle, ** Not as though I liad already 
attained, either were already perfect.** 

Reformer. " Then shall I be satisfied when I awake in 

thy likeness," were earnest David's words. (PsaL xvii. 15.) 

Baptist. Ah, and never till then. 

Reformer, But this does not limit any man, in any 

manner, from endeavouring to arrive to higher and 

higher degrees of good on this side the grave. 

Baptist. I can admit as much as the Apostle did 
when he said, " We ought to seek to *grow up in Him in 
all things, which is the head, even Christ"' 

Baptist continues. So, I understand you had to take 
your place on the grand jury at Guildhall the other 
day, at the City Quarter Sessions, before the Lord 
Mayor, the Recorder and Aldermen, and, if report says 
true, you objected to take the oath. 

Reformer. Yes, of course, 'twas on seventh day, the 
23rd of last 10th month. 

Baptist. {In a taunting hut good-tempered jeer,) 
Yes, Mr. Quaker, and you had your broad brim shoved 
off in the middle of the Court, when it was full of your 
brother citizens and liverymen and neighbours. 

Reformer. Yes, and that's partly true, but not quite — 
for it wasn't shoved. If it had been, I would have forgiven 
it; but, to the greater honour of the oflScer and the 
Court, it was most politely done. 

Baptist. If I'd been there, I'd have knocked it off. 
(This must be supposed to be said in a somewhat jolly ^ 
laughing mood ; buty changing his countenance^ a slight pa- 
roxysm of impatience seems to have possessed our brother, 
who, humming a tune, taking up his hat, and moving quickly 

S 2 



4 THE HAT WOKSHIP. 

towards the door, continues :) Well, I shall bid ye good 
morning. Hat I hat ! why, what have we got to do with 
hats ? {And now, in a much more scolding, angry strain, 
and turning rovnd^ I disagree with you exceedingly. 
Isn't it said, ** Obey magistrates, submit yourselves," and 
80 on ? We ought to submit meekly to the customs of 
a court of law or judicature. Would the Apostles stand 
about a hat, or is there anything at all about a hat in the 
Bible ? {And again moving quickly towards the door.) 

Reformer. Well> thou'rt never going to be so un- 
English as that ? Condemn a man unheard, nor allow 
him one plea in his own defence ? 

Baptist. Well, cut it short then, or I shall be off. 

Reformer. First let us describe how it was done. As 
the officer was calling over our names, he suddenly 
espied me, and in about as gentle and respectful 

Baptist Yes, as I said before, much more respectfully 
than I'd have done. Why, I should have thought you 
would have felt yourself bound, with the profession you 
make, in a place, too, where dignity and decorum so 
much becomes us all, to have shown yourself a specimen 
of decorum and propriety. 

Reformer. Brother, thou'rt right; and were it not 
for matters of far weightier moment, I should be willing 
to give thee and thy intelligent arguments the palm; 
but I believe I shall have to show thee that I am right, 
too. 

Baptist Never. 

Reformer. As he took it off, he gave it to me, saying, 
** Allow me to give you your hat. Sir." This matter 
about the hat I have never felt very considerable tenacity 
about, further than this, — I have believed it may occasion- 
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ally serve as a sign^ to show that the wearer believes in the 
supreme authority of One, whose prerogative it is to be 
feared, honoured, and obeyed, even before and above 
" the powers that be," in cases of conscience, or in any thing 
wherein the one clashes with the other. In this instance, 
I believed it safest for me to show, that I flinched 
not from a faithful bearing of this testimony to such 
supreme authority, and from a profession I have main- 
tained and upheld for the last thirty-two or three years. 
And further, it has appeared to me, that trifling as this 
hat scruple must ever be regarded, it may possibly, in 
particular instances, serve to pave the way for that daunt- 
less and intrepid spirit, that the Christian must ever evince, 
and certainly will evince, in some way or manner, if in- 
structed from above. Great and many are the embar- 
rassments, which a person unaccustomed to public life 
meets with in a court of law. Excepting the solemn 
act of Divine worship, there probably is no position in 
life, in which any person can be placed, where his mind 
should be more free from the servile fear of many whilst 
his soul should be imbued with the awful dread of the 
Omniscient and Omnipresent Majesty Supreme. Now, 
in considering this subject about the hat, it must 
be remembered that the conscientious Christian, who 
feels bound to fear God and honour the king, to be a 
good citizen, subject to the higher powers, obeying 
magistrates, and ready to every good work, has to 
appear before dignitaries and elevated persons, many of 
whom, although Christian professors they are, I regret 
exceedingly to say, allow themselves to accept of, and 
to be inflated with, the fawning, servile flatteries, and 
obsequious adulations of their man-fearing fellows,, to 



6 THE WOKSHIPFULS — OATHS STILL TAKEN BY 

such an extent, that they even allow the appellation of 
" the worshipful " to be applied to them. But this we shall 
come to when conversing on adulatory titles. Suffice it 
here to say, that these " worshipfuls," as they are so im- 
properly called, many of them look for a reverence and 
a servitude, bordering on the Divine prerogative, wor- 
ship ; and they therefore need to be reminded of the . 
edifying . lesson, which a contempt of the hat worship 
imparts. Thou saidst, "Where is there anything at 
all about hats in the Bible ?" There is just on6 instance 
wherein the word is named. *' These men were bound 
in their coats, their hosen, and their hats." (See 
Daniel iii. 21.) And although this reference will 
scarcely serve my purpose, as we know not what the 
usages of society were at that time with regard to hats, 
yet this we know, that the people were highly idola- 
trous, and that it was in consequence of a non-yielding 
to an idolatrous usage, and one with which the taking 
o£f of the hat has always been identified^ namely^ creature 
worship, that the presence and power of the Most High 
were so wonderfully portrayed, in the decision of cha- 
racter of these men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
And however contemptible this hat scruple may appear, 
as doubtless it will appear to very many who read the 
report of our conversation, I call upon all, for their own 
sakes, for the exercise of a little consideration and tem- 
per towards men who desire, above all things, to be on 
the Lord's side, and who feel that they have principles 
to uphold and maintain, through evil report and good 
report, entrusted to them by the great Head of the 
Church, which are dearer to them than life. 

Whilst waitmgin the Court, to take my turn to make my 
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affirmation, in common with other gentlemen, who were 
being sworn, I had an opportunity of closely observing the 
manner in which the oath is administered. One of the 
most remarkable circumstances attending the ceremony 
is this, that each person, with his glove off,* and with his 
right hand, is required to hold that blessed book, which 
contains the imperial mandate, "Swear not at all," 
uttered by, and further elucidated and enforced by, the 
disciple of one, whose holy name, I know, by some of 
them, my neighbours and fellow-citizens, aye, what if I 
say the Lord Mayor and Recorder themselves, is held 

to be PRECIOUS INDEED I 

From what I observed, too, it is perfectly clear that 
the law, as it now stands, for permitting persons who have 
a conscientious objection to taking the oath, to affirm in 
lieu thereof, is not at all understood. And this is very 
surprising, as four years have now elapsed since the Act 
was passed. 

The following is the allowed affirmation of the Society 
of Friends, dated 28th August, 1833 :— « I, A. B., being 
one of the people called Quakers (or one of the per- 
suasion of the people called Quakers, or of the United 
Brethren called Moravians, as the case may be), do 
solemnly, sincerely, and truly declare and affirm." 3 and 
4 Gulielmi IV., cap. 49. And this is provided for any 
who have been the one or the other, dated 10th August, 
1838 : — " I, A. R, having been one of the people called 
Quakers (or one of the persuasion of the people called 
Quakers, or of the United Brethren called Moravians, as 
the case may be), and entertaining conscientious objec- 
tions to the taking of an oath, do solemnly, sincerely, and 
truly declare and affib:m." 1 and 2 Victorise, cap. 77. And 

* This has been publicly discussed, and proved to be most legally 
correct. 
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the following is the form provided for the Separatists, dated 
28th August, 1833. 3 and 4 Gueliemi IV., cap. 82 :— 
^* I, A. B., do, in the presence of Almighty God, solemnly, 
sincerely, and truly affirm and declare that I am a member 
of the religious sect called Separatists, and that the taking 
of my oath is contrary to my religious belief, as well as 
essentially opposed to the tenets of that sect ; and I do 
also, in the same solemn manner, affirm and declare." 

The Common Law Procedure Act of 1854 would seem, 
however, to supersede all the other Acts, because it 
emancipates every person's conscience, of every name or 
denomination. It can be obtained at the Queen's printers. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, of Harding-street, for 9d. It is 
entitled — " Cap. 25. An Act for the further amendment 
of the Process, Practice, and Mode of Pleading in and 
enlarging the Jurisdiction of the Superior Courts of 
Common Law at Westminster, and of the Superior Courts 
of Common Law of the Counties Palatine of Lancaster 
and Durham. [12th August, 1854.] 17 and 18 VictoriaB, 
cap. 25." By the 20th clause of this Act it is enacted 
that if any person called as a witness, or required or 
desiring to make an affidavit or deposition, shall refuse 
or be unwilling from alleged conscientious motives to be 
sworn, *^it shall be lawiFul for the court or judge, or 
other presiding officer or person qualified to take affi- 
davits or depositions, upon being satisfied of the sincerity 
of such objection, to permit such person, instead of being 
sworn, to make his or her solemn affirmation or decla- 
ration in the words following : — videlicet, " I, A. B., do 
solemnly, sincerely, and truly affirm and declare, that 
the taking of any oath is, according to my religious belief, 
unlawful; and I do also solemnly, sincerely, and truly 
affirm and declare, &c" 

And by the 2l8t, " If any person making such solemn 
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affirmation or declaration shall wilfully, falsely, and cor- 
ruptly affirm or declare any matter or thing which if the 
same had been sworn in the usual form would have 
amounted to wilful and corrupt perjury, every such 
person so offending shall incur the same penalties as by 
the laws and statutes of this kingdom ai'e or may be 
enacted or provided against persons convicted of wilfiil 
and corrupt perjury." 

And by the 103rd, 104th, and 106th clauses of this same 
Act it is decreed that the above 20th and 21st sections 
shall apply and extend to evert Court op Civil Judi- 
cature IN England and Ireland, that they shall come 
into operation on the 24th of 10th month, 1854, and that 
in citing this Act in any instrument, document, or pro- 
ceeding it shall be sufficient to use the expression, "The 
Common Law Procedure Act, 1854." 

I have also been informed that the same privileges 
were extended to Scotland the following year, 1855. 

The above are the provisions which are now made in 
this country for any persons who have conscientious 
objections to the taking of the oath, in obedience to the 
words of our Lord, " Swear not at all ; neither by heaven, 
for it is God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is His foot- 
stool; neither by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great 
King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because 
thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let 
your communication be yea, yea; nay, nay; for whatso- 
ever is more than these cometh of evil." And of the 
Apostle James's injunction also : — " But above all things, 
my brethren, swear not ; neither by heaven, neither by 
the earth, neither by any other oath ; but let your yea be 
yea, and your nay, nay, lest ye fall into condemnation." 

I have thus been particular in giving at full length 
the several Acts by virtue of which the right of affirma- 
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tion can be claimed, because although it cannot be sup- 
posed that persons who are resolved simply to obey the 
mandate of their Lord and Saviour, will any more be 
confronted by opposing authority in this country, yet 
it must be remembered, that it is still the exception and 
not the rule, and that o£Scials and persons in authority 
are always averse to innovations on the accustomed 
routine of business. And as this adds somewhat to the 
embarrassing tendencies of courts of law or judicature, as 
noticed in my work on oaths, persons who are not accus- 
tomed to them cannot be too well prepared. 

Baptist What then, have you written upon the subject? 

Reformer. Yes; the fag-end of a second edition is still at 
the publishers, 21, Liverpool-street, London, E.C. (Don- 
nison's), published in 1852, entitled *^ Oath-taking super- 
seded by Truth-speaking." This, however, was not the 
only reason that I left you, which I explained publicly 
in the chapel at 

Baptist What ! were you ever one of us ? 

Reformer* Yes. 

Baptist Who baptized you ? What chapel did you 
belong to ? 

Reformer. With names and persons, I think, my friend, 
we'll have nothing to do. Our conflict shall be with prin- 
ciples, when opposed, as we believe, to the truth ; our 
battle, with insincerity to Christ, wherever we observe 
it Suffice it to say, and thankful am I to say, that I was 
a member (a very unworthy one, I fear) of one of the 
largest Baptist churches in London. 

Baptist And what was your experience when one of us ? 

Reformer. Of the most gratifying nature. Then did 
my soul prosper. Glory be to the all-wise Head of the 
Church for His goodness towards me, in placing me 
amon^ a people who zealously upheld the doctrines of 
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self-denial, decision of soul for Christ, holiness of heart 
and life, and — {Here it must be supposed that Reformer's 
countenance became deepened and fixed, and his whole soul 
wrapt up in grateful and reverent devotion towards the 
invisibUy but undoubtedly all present Supreme^ — sweetly 
was my heart knit to several of the beloved ministers of 
that Christian society, and joyous and happy are my 
reminiscences, of the many improving seasons of re- 
ligious fellowship, I have experienced, with the people of 
that section of the Church of Christ. 

Baptist But you should have attended our week-day 
meetings and prayer meetings, and the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper. 

Reformer, I did. 

Baptist. And the Sunday school ? 

Reformer. I was an active teacher in the Sabbath- 
school, and a large distributor of tracts ; also a collector 
for the Baptist mission ; and, although with very limited 
time, a visitor of the sick. 

Baptist Ah 1 here was the secret of your prosperity 
and advancement in spiritual good. You watered others, 
as it is said in Proverbs, and therefore you became 
watered in your own souL 

Reformer. The secret of my advancement I believe 
consisted in this, that I was enabled to do it in strict obe- 
dience to the command of our Lord — " Go ye, and teach 
all nations," or " Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to bveby creature, teaching them to observe 
ALL THINGS whatsoever I have commanded you ;" for I 
had already taken some steps towards the missionary 
work, and most likely should have entered more into it, 
had I remained amongst you. 
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Baptist But what could you have found amongst 
Quakers to have allured you from a path of so much 
fruitfulness, usefulness, and advancement ? 

Reformer. I found more consistency in many most 
important testimonies of truth, which were thought 
Ughtly of by others, or altogether passed over. 

Baptist You said just now, you publicly explained 
these reasons to the congregation of the Baptist chapel of 
which you were a member ; when did that occur ? 

Reformer* It was on Sabbath morning, about half- 
past eleven o'clock, that I entered the chapel, and 

Baptist What I interrupt the friends in their public 
worship of Almighty God ! — ^why, George Fox would not 
have done that, I'm certain. 

Reformer. Neither did I. I was better instructed. 

Baptist. But you say you entered the chapel at about 
half-past eleven, and we know that's the time of public 
worship. 

Reformer. 'not too captious, brother. Before I 

attempted to explain to the people, I sat down quietly 
until the minister had ceased. 

Baptist. And is this the way you showed your love to 
your Baptist friends, whose Christian association you . 
have just said you so much valued ? 

Reformer. What can be a greater proof of love than 
to endeavour, in the cross, as it was to me, in a deep 
feeling of my awful responsibility, and in strict obedience 
to the requirements of my Saviour, to endeavour to pro- 
voke to a more particular regard to His commands? Indeed, 
I have looked upon it as the payment of a debt of love, 
that I owed to my beloved Christian friends, although, I 
greatly fear, it was not looked upon by many of them as 
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such ; but it certainly was, I believe, based in love, and 
love to Christ was its object. 

Baptist How did they behave ? 

Reformer* Excellently well; considerately, and even 
courteously. Indeed, I may say, as well as they could, 
considering the surprise they were brought into, and 
excepting the conduct of the Bereans. (Acts xvii. 11.) 

Baptist Why, Mr. Quaker, as in the hat business at 
Guildhall, you seem to have met with a deal of 
courtesy and compliment. If I'd been there, you'd 
have been roughly handled, I can tell ye. 

Reformer. I'm glad, then, thou wast not there ; it 
would have done no good. Rough usage of any kind 
would have availed nothing. 

Baptist What proof can you give that you were under 
right influence ? 

Reformer, Much, and substantial. First, because 
when pressed by some of the dear Christian people for 
some pledge or assurance, that I should not have to 
repeat it, although I felt my mind relieved, I neverthe- 
less told them I could give them no such pledge what- 
ever. But just at that moment a text came into my 
mind, immediately connected with church-government 
and chui'ch-conduct, which I did not remember to have 
thought of for many a day ; on repeating which, it satis- 
fied them, and was a fresh proof to me, that I was 
graciously cared for by Him, who said to His disciples, 
" When brought before synagogues, magistrates, and 
powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall 
answer, or what ye shall say, for the Holy Ghost shall 
teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say." The 
words given to me at that instant were, ** God is not the 
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author of confusion, but of peace." (1 Cor. xiv. 33.) It 
is now more than thirty years ago, and I have never had 
the sh'ghtest intimation of such another requirement. 
Baptist And pray who was privy to it ? 
Reformer. Not a soul on earth. It was a burden laid 
upon me, a yoke, a requirement from my blessed Saviour, 
something like, of the same nature, or analogous to, the case 
of Abraham, who was required to sacrifice his son — his only 
son ; ai\d of Paul, who said, " Immediately I conferred 
not with flesh and blood." (Galatians i. xvi.) 
Baptist You're a fanatic. 

Reformer, I believe in the immediate and perceptible 
influence and guidance of the blessed Spirit. " He (the 
Comforter) shall teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance." (John iv. 26.) "God hath 
revealed them to us by His Spirit, for the Spirit 
searcheth all things ; yea, even the deep things of God." 
(1 Cor. ii. 10.) Look into Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Habakkuk, Nahum, Zechariah, Malachi, and thou wilt 
there read of " the burden of the word of the Lord." 
And these men were required to fulfil the burden thus 
laid upon them. 
Baptist, These men were inspired. 
Reformer. These men were our fellow-mortals, who 
were immediately influenced, guided, and directed by a 
large measure of the blessed Spirit of God, a 
small portion of which same Spirit, I trust, I have 
given thee a satisfactory proof, dear Christian brother, 
that I was favoured with. Does not our Lord say, " He 
that foUoweth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the Ught of life?" Are we not told that we shall, 
if obedient to the light, hear a word behind us, saying. 
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*' This is the way ; walk ye in it Thy word is a light 
unto my feet, and a lamp to my path." Wouldst thou 
restrain the blessed Spirit, and say that He may not act 
as He did in former days ? I know that such questions 
appal and surprise thee, brother. Besides, " was there 
not a cause ?" (And this is another proof, I believe, that 
I was called to the work; and another reason, in my 
opinion, why you ought to attend to the message.) I re- 
peat, " Was there not a cause ?" Two of the most 
prominent reasons I brought forward before the congre- 
gation were concerning Oaths and War. Now, besides 
the inconsistency that you and your chief men have 
fallen into, by yielding to the world's oath-taking in 
courts of law and judicature, when a very little effort, 
and absolute decision, accompanied with power — I say, 
with power ! — power I (Here Reformer must be supposed to 
raise his voice to a much higher^ firmer, louder pitch) would 
have relieved you and your children and followers, from 
that most unjust, profane, and wicked imposition. Besides 
this, I say, is it not abundantly clear that you still own, 
as ioaembers of your religious society, men whose profes- 
sion it is to draw the sword? That you still cover, with 
a halo of glory, the military and naval hero of destruc- 
tion ? That, instead of disowning him, you are proud of 
his countenance, and pander to his crimes ? Thus, what 
the Most High has eternally divorced — the sword and 
the Bible, murder and Christianity— yoi/ join in holy 
matrimony. Xhis did not the early Christians, and this 
do not the Society of Friends. In this respect, therefore, 
I think thou must admit that they, the Society of 
Friends, are far beyond you. 

These were some of the things which I felt laid upon me 
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to bring before that large congregation, when I was about 
the age of twenty-one ; and then I endeavoured to point out 
to them, that these were only fruits of grace and Chris- 
tianityy emanating from that fundamental principle, ever 
maintained by the Society of Friends— I mean the univer- 
sality of grace, or in other words, " The light which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world." There 
are, too, a great many other matters, in which I think I 
can point out to thee that the Society of Friends far excel, 
in principles and practices, either your Society or any 
other. Whether they are properly practised and acted up 
to by the members of the Society of the present day, is 
quite another thing; and, about this, thee and I may, doubt- 
less, have something to say presently. For instance, it is 
quite clear that the Society of Friends now, are not such 
thorough Baptists as George Fox was. 

Baptist {looks confounded). George Fox a Baptist ! 

Reformer. George Fox was certainly a Baptist ; aye, 
and an Anabaptist too* 

Baptist Explain yourself, or I shall wonder where 
you are. 

Reformer. Look at his account of his travels, and 
thou wilt repeatedly read these words — and, until he could 
utter them, he was never satisfied to leave the spot he 
was in — ^^ Truth is over all." 

Baptist Yes ; but by what logic can you make out 
this to be baptism? 

Reformer. Without any logic at all, unless you will 
designate a very simple analysis of mental process by 
comparison of truths, logic. Here is evidently the idea 
of enveloping — *'* over all," that is baptizing. What did 
George Fox mean to say was over all ? Truth. Of what 
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trath was he speaking? Christianity — Christian truth. 
Now read Matt xxviiL 19. 

{Baptist reads) ** Baptizing them (cv) in or into the 
name of the Fadier, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost." 

Baptist This definition won't do for me* 

Se/ormer. Well, brother, I don't mean to say that it is 
by any means a. full or complete explication of the text,, 
but I think it is quite enough to show that George Fox 
had a faithful regard to the words of his Lord and 
Master, " Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature^ baptizing them into, &c ;" and that 
he did not allow the grand doctrine he so much insisted 
on, of ** the Word which enlighteneth every man that 
Cometh into the world," TO contkavenb that great 
COMMAND, by saying ** the people have a light within them, 
therefore it cannot be needful for me to obey that command, 
for we may be well assured they wiU not perish for lack of 
knowledgCy ^c." George Fox was a missionary and a 
Baptist. He felt called to travel far and wide, nor could 
he feel clear of any place until, as I said before, he had 
BAPTIZED THE PEOPLE iuto Gospcl truth. And mark this 
particularly, for I am very well aware thou wilt shortly 
refer to missionaries. 

Baptist. Aye I that's the very thing that has always 
staggered me in looking at Quakers. 

Reformer. All that shall be explained. 

Baptist. And about prayer, and about women's 
preaching, and about 

Reformer. One thing at a time, please. I was going 
to tell thee about the meetings for discipline. 

Baptist. You mean church meetings. 
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. Reformer. Well, yes. The same as you call church 
meetings — meetings held among the members for the 
business of the church. At these meetings. Friends 
always have, or rather endeavour to have, a president 

Baptist So do we. You must know that our minister 
always presides. 

Reformer. Aye, but I mean the presence of the Minis- 
ter of ministers ; and therefore Friends commence with 
a deep and solemn pause, in order that each individual 
might feel his awful responsibility, and have an oppor- 
tunity of secretly seeking a covering of good ; in other 
words, as a brood of chickens run to be gathered under 
the wings of the hen — this is our Saviour's own ex- 
pression* — so do Friends seek to gather themselves into 
an awful reverent covering of the Divine wing of pro- 
tection and guidance; and very often some member of 
the meeting feels called on to desire it in solemn vocal 
supplication, and then 

Baptist So do we always. The minister or deacons, 
you must know, if you know anything of our church 
meetings, always commence with prayer, and 

Reformer, I know you do. And then you go on 
at the business at once. How long do you wait for 
the dictating, instructing, guiding influences of that still 
small voice in the soul, the blessed Spirit, which shuts 
out the pride and loftiness of the creature, and enables 
it to cease from gathering its authority from man, and to 
act only in the humility, fear, and love of God ? Thou 
didst acknowledge just now that, somehow or other, 
Friends managed to keep out of scrapes more tliau 
others. Is it not most reasonable that chickens that do 
* Matthew xxiii. 87. 
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not gather under the wings of the fowl, will be more 
liable to fall into scrapes than those which do? And I 
wish to press upon this, because I think that greater 
power would accompany Christian communities who 
adopted the same plan, and the sooner would the little 
leaven of Christianity in the earth, leaven the whole 
lump of men. Wherever there is a belief (as there is with 
your Society, dear brother, I'm certain) in the spiritual 
presence, and guidance and government of Christ in His 
Church, all that is wanted is a constant and practical 
maintenance of His authority and government ; and in 
this respect I think that much may be learnt from the 
practices of the Society of Friends, because I think that 
their (professed at least) dependence on the immediate 
government of Christ in His Church, and amongst His 
people, is more complete and practically carried out than 
is the profession or practice of it in or amongst any 
other people. True, it cannot be denied, nor do I wish 
to keep it in the back-ground, that Friends, as a body, 
have not increased, but the reverse ; but this is no argu- 
ment to prove the reverse of my position. Nay, the 
more pure the system, and shut out from dependence on 
men, the less likely is it to be received, even by Chris- 
tians, who may yet find it diflScult to move with- 
out entangling themselves, and moving under the 
influence of man's authority. 

The several matters on which the discipline is 
brought to bear are, of course, in some respects, 
the same as amongst your or any other Christian 
Society ; namely, the general business, the delinquencies 
of members, the oversight of the poor and the 
young, &c. ; but the mode and spirit in which it is 

2 
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administered is worthy, I think, of particular regard. 
Thou wilt find it a little explained in a small 24 page 
tract of the Society, No. 124, entitled, "Historical 
Sketch of the Origin of the Christian Discipline, or 
Church Government of the Society of Friends ;" an ex- 
tract from which is the following : — " When thus met 
together, for the service of the Church, one of their 
members, chosen by the body, acts as clerk to the meet- 
ing, and endeavours to collect the real sense and judg- 
ment of the members present It is not usual to 
determine any matter by the majority of voices, the aim 
being to arrive at the truth in the matter proposed, and 
knowing there are diflFerent degrees of experience among 
the members, as well as diversities of gifts, the mere 
counting of numbers, is not considered to be the true 
method of decision in the affairs of the Church. . . . 
For as the spirits of the prophets are subject to the pro- 
phets, so are the spirits of all that are kept in a true 
subjection, to the sense of life, given by the same spirit, 
in the Church ; and by this means we come to know the 
one Master, even Christ, and have no room for other 
masters in the matter of obedience to God. And 
whereas it may often fall out that, among a great many, 
some may have a different apprehension of a matter 
from the rest of their brethren, especially in outward or 
temporal things, there ought to be a Christian liberty 
maintained, for such to express their sense with freedom 
of mind, or else they will go away burdened. Let all 
things in the Church be propounded with an awful re- 
verence of Him, who is the head and life of it. It is no 
man's learning nor artificial acquirements — it is no man's 
riches nor greatness — it is no man's eloquence nor natural 
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Wisdom, that makes him fit for government in the 
Church of Christ, unless he be, with all his endowments, 
seasoned with the heavenly salt, and his spirit be sub- 
jected, and his gifts pass through the fire of God's altar, 
a sacrifice to His praise and honour; that so self may be 
crucified and baptized in death, and the gifts mada use 
of in the power of the resurrection of the life of Jesus in 
him." Don't forget the number of the tract, 124, to be 
found at the Dep6t, 84, Houndsditch. 

Then there is the gospel ministry of women, in the 
refusal of which, both yours and other Societies have, I 
believe, sustained great loss. 

Baptist " It's a shame for women to speak in the 
Church ; and if they will learn anything, let them ask 
their husbands at home." 1 Cor. xiv. 35. 

Reformer. Thy reference to this Scripture puts me in 
mind of an interesting event that occurred to a local 
preacher, John Stickland, a respectable and serious man, 
a Methodist He had delivered a discourse against the 
practice, from " It is a shame for a woman to speak in 
the Church," or some such text. After returning home, 
he had occasion to call his little girl to dinner. She 
stopped a little, being engaged in reading the Bible. " I 
asked her," he said, *^ why she came not sooner?" She 
said, " Oh, father, I'm reading something so pretty." 
'' What is it?" She replied, " Paul went into Philip's 
house, and he had four daughters that did preach." Re- 
marking that the word in our version is prophecy — " But I 
looked," said she, "at the Greek, and found that it 
should be translated preached" The minister added, " I 
felt mortified to think my own little girl should pull down 
all my sermon ; but I perceived my error, and hope I 
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shall never speak against women preaching any more.'' 
If thou feelest interested in the matter, and will read 
No, 78 , Friends' Tract, 84, Houndsditch, entitled, "Reasons 
why Christian women should exercise the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, particularly in reference to the ministry of the 
Gospel," and dost not feel as I felt after reading it, that 
is, amazed with myself that ever I could have doubted 
it, I shall be surprised. Why, to forbid women preach- 
ing, would be to check the fulfilment of the prophecy of 
Joel ii. 28 and 29, especially quoted by Peter on the day 
of Pentecost, see Acts ii. 17, "And it shall come to 
pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy. And on my servants and on my hand- 
maidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit, and 
they shall prophesy." It would be bringing an unjust ac- 
cusation of unfaithfulness against Paul, who, in his Epistle 
to the Romans, sanctions the Gospel labours of three 
women, see Romans xvi. 12. It would be to treat as an 
absurdity his directions to the Corinthians, how women 
should prophesy (preach) and pray in public, see chap- 
ters xi. 5, iv. 6. That the word prophesy means preach- 
ing, see 1 Cor. xiv. 3. 

Baptist What did the Apostle mean, then, by the 
text I have already quoted, and again in Timothy, " Let 
the women learn in silence, with all subjection. I suffer 
not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the 
man, but to be in silence," &c. ? 

Reformer. Whatever public speaking he here referred 
to, he could not have meant the inspired ministry, dic- 
tated and directed by the Holy Spirit, which neither he, 
nor any other Christian, either could or would ever dare to 
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prohibit This is too self-evident to require elaborate 
proof. First, because Paul was a regenerated Christian, 
and therefore could not oppose the blessed Spirit ; and, 
secondly, because it is clear from the proofs I have 
already quoted, and several others, that he did both 
recogni# and sanction the ministry of women. There are 
other considerations of proof for those who need them. 
To those I refer thee in said Tract 78. 

Then about the reading of the Scriptures to the 
collected household ? 

Baptist Well, I should have thought, of all things, you 
would not have brought that before me ; a member of a 
Society whose members universally practise family worship. 

Heformer. It would, indeed, be a sarcasm, to pretend 
to advise a thing to you, who, I know, have always been 
in the habit of practising it in your private families ; 
and yet I believe, if the practice of reading a chapter to 
the collected assiatantSy shopmen^ workmen^ servants^ and 
children^ at a particular hour in the morning, in business 
establishments in city and town, as adopted by members 
of the Society of Friends, and by some few members of 
your Society, were more universally adopted among 
professing Christians, it would, with the blessing 
of the Most High, have a powerful influence^ and 
be very helpful and grateful to the members of those 
establishments, and doubtless it would greatly promote 
pure and undefiled religion. 

Then as to dress, and nonconformity to the spirit of 
the world. 

Baptist Hem 1 Surely you wouldn't dare say a word, 
in this enlightened age, for cut coats and drab bonnets I 

Reformer. I mean to say there's something peculiarly 
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noble, and worthy of the raiUtant religion of Christian itjj 
m showing on whose Bide we are, (if I may so expreaa 
it), and evincing what we believe, to the high, the low, 
the rich, the poor, the scoffer, the fawner, the blas- 
phemer, the hypocrite, and the saint; to men of all 
grades and caates, friends and foeSp 

Baptist But can't I, without cutting my coat, and bread- 
ing my brim, sufficiently show, by my conversation and 
spirit and general deportment, whoae I am, and whom I 
serve ? ^ 

JRefoTTfier, The best answer that I can give thee, is 
probably in the very words of Joseph John Gurney, in 
page 305 of his *' Peculiarities of the Society of Erienda ;" 
— " That there can be no virtue in any particular form 
of dress is obvlons, and the reflecting reader will pro- 
bably agree with me in the sentiment, that to insist upon 
any such form, as if the meaning of it were a religious 
obligation, is to interfere with genuine Christian sim- 
plicity, and to substitute superstition for piety. It is not 
■an nncommon error to suppose that Friends make it a 
matter of religious principle, to insist upon a certain form 
of dress," He then goes on to point out, that if any will, 
as Christians, act only on Christian principles, and dress 
for convenienee and me^ and not for ornamental purposes, 
or te follow the ever- varying changes of fashion, that 
then the inevitable effect will be a singularittff differing 
fi*om those who do otherwise dress. And what I 
mean further to say is, that not only ought we not, as 
Christians, to be ashamed of such singularity, but that 
there is a very great convenience in it to every faithful 
pilgrim to the better land; for how thou canst possibly 
apetik to, or in any other practical way indicate to, the 
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thousands thou meetest in the street, or ridestwith on the 
rail, or per steamer, &c,, &c., that thou belongest to a 
Christian Society that repudiates unfaithfulness to Christ in 
every form and colour, except by this or some other equiva- 
lent manner, I confess I am completely at a loss to know. 

BaptmL What good can it possibly do to an infidel, a 
blasphemer, a hermit, or any other, as you pass along, to 
distii^uish between Christians and others. 

Refrnpfier. Oh 1 my brother, I'm amazed at thy query. 
Why less than this, far less, has often led to serious 
thought, and turning to God. Hear, too, what your 
friend C. H. Spurgeon says: — *' Again, Christian men 
are too conformable to ike world. He liked to look back 
to the time when the Christian was known by the 
cut of his coat and his brogue. He didn't go in for the 
* broadbrim ' (laughter), but he would rather dress him- 
self that way, than he would wear the things some men 
did ; and he would rather see his sisters in Christ habited 
as the Quakers, than that they should magnify, enlarge, 
and increase themselves as they now did. (Immense cheer- 
ing, which lasted nearly a minute.) — Lecture to the 
Young Men's Christian Ajssociation, in Exeter Hall, 1st 
Month, 6th, 1859." "A Christian appearance," says 
Don Claude Lancelot, ^^ speaks irresistibly, though 
silently, to those who would not listen to Christian con- 
versation." Take, for instance, one single case. I am 
often brought, providentially, whilst travelling, into 
contact with hunters, who take delight in harassing the 
beautiful creatures of the creation, and who uphold that 
base, and, I think, abominable statute of this kingdom, 
I mean the Game Laws, which, although greatly me- 
liorated by the Act passed in 1831, in the reign of Eang 
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William IV,, and although it may not absolutely put 
fowls J pheasants^ and hares quite on a par with hum an 
life^ still it annually causes the murder and misery of a 
vast number of our fellow-creatures. Well^ it is no 
small consolation to my mindj that I can bear a noble 
testimony against this infamous source of vicious enjoy- 
mentj by indicating my connexion with^ or being of the 
same persuasion as^ a Christian Society that testifies 
against it. This the Society of Friends alu^ys has 
done* The same argument applies to every other evil 
practice, such as theatrical a j betting, drinking, fairs, 
races, dog-fighting, bull-baiting, card-playing, bad con- 
versationj &c*, &c. Now, whenever a member of any 
Christian Society is brought into company with this class 
of persons, it should be seen and known instantly, that 
Biicb a person is connected with a Christian people, who 
disapprove of, and discountenance these and other popu- 
lar evils ; but without some outward marl% or evident 
indication of this profession, it could not possibly be known 
that he ia different from olhera, with whom he is con- 
tinually obltgedj by his daily duties, to mix. And this 
silent preaching, or " public testimony bearing,*' against 
various evil practices, must necessarily have a fruitful 
and an edifying tendency, which professing Christians, 
who do not publidy skow their sentiments^ if I may so 
express it, or evince in some public manner that they 
belong to Christ and His Church, are dejirived of the pri- 
vilege and honour of promoting, to a certain €xUnL 

Take, for another instance, one common and most popular 
evil, that it is utterly impoBsible to avoid meeting with; I 
mean that which the Apostle James reprehends when he 
says, ** If any man among you seem to be religious, and 
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hridleth not his tongue^ but deceiveth his own heart, this 
man's religion is vain." James i. 26. That is, in other 
words, hose conversoHony a negligence in bridling the 
tongue, and the breaking of the third commandment. 
Thou must know. Christian brother, that it is not pos- 
sible to hold conversation for ten minutes with the general 
routine of society, especially (I regret exceedingly to 
add) if they happen to be loose members of the Esta- 
blishmopt, without having thy ears stung with a violation 
of the third commandment, and that most commonly at 
the hearing of every bit of news. *'' G— bless me," — 
" Good G— ,"— " My G— ." Thou wilt see this treated 
of in my little work on oath-taking, already referred to. 
Now, brother, see this testimony that I am able to bear, 
after thirty-five years* close connexion with a Christian 
Society. {Reformer hands Baptist the book above referred to,) 

Baptist (reads). " I must here notice a most excellent 
and important exception. During an intimate connexion 
of something like about thirty years with the Society of 
Friends, I never remember to have heard the name of 
iJie Almighty spoken profanely by any m^nber, ex- 
cepting in the case of one inconsistent person. Can 
any greater proof be wanted of the blessing which has 
attended the testimony of the Society against oaths ? And 
does not this circumstance measurably demonstrate, both 
the sufficiency and efficiency of simple, naked truth 
SPEAKING ?" — ^Page 19. 

Reformer. I think thou wilt agree with me when I say 
here is an evidence of the power of godliness; and it 
is an evidence which, however lowly estimated by man, 
is of very high value in the sight of the All-seeing Su- 
preme. '^ To him that ordereth his conversation aright. 
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Will I show the salvation of God," — Psalms, " If any 
man offend not in word," says James the Apostle, iii. 2, 
" the same is a perfect man, and able to bridle the whole 
body." (Perfect, of course, is here used in a qualified 
sense.) Now, I believe that when it can be known that a 
consistent member of any Christian Society is present in 
any company, that it acts as a salutary restraint against 
loose behaviour and improper discourse; but as there is, in 
the majority of instances, no opportunity of convene^ there 
is alike no possibility of being so known but by some nonr- 
conformity in dress. 

Baptist All this, as to conversation, I entu'ely agree 
with. I, too, have, ever since I was converted to Gbd, 
and I trust I ever shall, highly estimate " a keeping the 
tongue from evil, and the lips from speaking guile," as 
expressed in Psalm xxxiv., for there can be no true re- 
ligion without it Nor could I rest to be second to any 
man in rejoicing in it ; but I trust that, in bringing this 
before me, you do not mean to form a contrast between 
Baptists and Friends in this particular ? 

Reformer, Oh no, dear Christian brother — not for a 
moment. I know, full well, that you would not think 
any person with a bridleless tongue worthy of member- 
ship amongst you. The contrast I brought forward was 
with the general routine of society, and to show that 
there is good in denoting in some unmistakeable manner 
to alii our connexion with the Christian family, or some 
section of it. But, my brother, I shall weary and tire 
thee with my long dissertations ; and I'm sure 

Baptist " Weary ! " " tired I" Hum-strum I not I. 
Ever since I was enabled, " in the day of His power," to 
give myself to my Saviour and His people, I have 
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resolved, with Divine assistance, to live, not to myself, 
but for God and for heaven ; and, therefore, if you or 
anybody else can bring forward anything to elicit truth, 
I believe, with His blessing, it may be instrumental in 
bringing me nearer the one and the other ; and if it 
wasn't that " the flesh is weak," my spirit would incline 
to devote a week or two in such extremely interesting 

conversation ; and, for my part, I 

Reformer {at the same instant ringing the parlour bell)^ 
But, my brother, there's one little matter we must never 
forget, if we profess Christianity, " Use hospitality one 
to another." A few cups of the liquid that refreshes, 
and not inebriates, surely cannot be unacceptable. 

[Here, on the bell being heard, dangle play- 
fully in two lovely little maidens, with bright and 
joyous faces, Lydia and Jane, who, feeling somewhat 
invited by the benevolent, happy-looking countenance of 
papa's Baptist visitor^ venture skilfully to claim the 
right of a knee each. Visitor draws nearer to the fire, 
which has a fresh stir-up. Servant brings in the tea 
things and the urn, when visitor, feeling a littie spring of 
the happiness of social conviviality, strikes up in a melodious 
and sonorous note of tenor that beautiful stanza : — 
" From all that dwell below the skies, 

Let the Creator's praise arise ; 

Let the Eedeemer's name be sung, 

In every land, by every tongue/* 

— the two bright-eyed maidens doting in his face with 
keen delight.] 

Jane. What's thy name ? 

Baptist Thomas, my love. 

Jane. Do, please, tell us a tale. 
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Lydia. Oh Jane, darling deary, 'mayn't be rude. 
Baptist 111 tell ye some tales, my darling loves; 
d'ye like about lions, and bears, and negroes, canoes, 
and fishing, and so on? Did ye ever hear of Mr. 
Knibb the missionary, and Carey, too, who translated 
the Bible (that is, put it into other languages) ; Elliot, too, 
and MoflFatt, Williams, Brainerd, Morrison, Judson; 
Milne, too, and Martyn ; also Dr. Livingstone> who was 

attacked by a lion, and 

[Here wife enters, who, with a lively and affable 
smile, compels composure, and social simplicity and 
ease. All draw a little towards the table, when Baptist 
again, with uplifted hands, in a devotional strain, and 
with a noble and melodious voice^ strikes up — ^ 
" We bless thee, Lord, for this our food, 
But more for Jesus' precious blood ; 
May manna to our souls be given. 
The bread of life sent down from heaven." 

And now a deep pause ensues of about a minute, the 
family custom among Friends, that each may feel thank- 
ful to the Giver of every good ; after which, free and 
common justice is done to the tea and the toast, &c., &c. 
Table-talk drives on at half railway speed ; the extra- 
ordinary nature of missionary life, the wonderful sim- 
plicityand sincerity often manifested amongst the heathen, 
the contemptible and idolatrous nature of their worship, 
their uncivilised and wretched state, their thirst for 
knowledge, their openness to Christian instruction, the 
marvellous work already brought about by the Divine 
blessing on human eflFort, the stupendous and enormous 
work yet remaining to be done by. those who will be 
called, chosen, qualified, and sent. The heroic " made- 
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willing," self-sacrificing, and obedient servants of Him " 
who commanded all His disciplesy without excepting a 
single one, to **go into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to EVERY CREATURE — teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever He commanded;" and further 
added, " He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; 

he that believeth not shall be — ^." He spoke also 

of the fruits of missionary labour in Southern India, and 
the entire island of Ceylon: — 1. More than one hundred 
thousand persons who have abandoned idolatry, and are 
gathered into congregations receiving Christian instruc- 
tion. 2. More than sixty-five thousand who have been 
baptized into the name of Christ, and have thus publicly 
made a profession of their Christian discipleship. 
3. More than fifteen thousand who have been received 
as communicants, in the belief that they are the sincere 
and faithful disciples of Christ. 4. More than five hun- 
dred natives, exclusive of schoolmasters, who are em- 
ployed as Christian teachers of their countrymen, and 
who are generally devoted and successful in their works. 
6. More than forty-one thousand boys in the mission- 
schools, learning to read and understand the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make them wise unto 
salvation. 6. More than eleven thousand girls rescued 
from that gross ignorance, and deep degradation, to which 
so many millions of their sex in India seem to be hope- 
lessly condemned. And added, looking at these leading 
results, may we not excUim, " What hath God wrought?" 
Surely, " This is the finger of God !" Here are the pal- 
pable, evidences of the Divine power of the Gospel — 
evidences which are yet destined to constrain many a 
heathen to abandon, his idols, and turn to the now 
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despised and hated name of Jesus. A great work 
yet remains to be done even in Southern India^ the 
scene of the first and most successful missions ; while in 
Central and Northern India it is still greater.] 

Jane, Mamma^ dear, I want to whisper. What are 
misharies ? 

Lydia (also in a lovdiah whisper). Oh, darling deary, 
doesn't thou know what misharies are ? They go out to 
preach to the poor headen, deary, and tell people to be good. 

Mamma. 'Tisn't mishary, dears, it's missionary — per- 
sons sent by our Saviour, male and female, to tell of 
Him and His love to men, children, and people, and to 
give up bad ways ; and as He told all His disciples, and 
they -^ere to tell others, it is plain that He m>eant all and 
every one to do his and her part. 

Jane {diffidently , whispering tcith a blush). Mamma, 
don't Friends have misharies ? 

Lydia. Yes, mamma, do Friends have misharies? 

Mamma. Friends believe, dears, that every man, 
woman, and child has a " light within," in their hearts, 
enlightened by their Saviour, " the Word," as expressed 
in the 1st chapter of John, 9th verse, to profit withal, 
sufficient to lead them to eternal salvation, without 
human intervention (tha.t is, without any interference of 
men), and that none will perish for lack of knowledge, as 
it is said in Romans i. 19, '* Because that which may be 
known of God is manifest in them, for God hath showed 
it unto them.** Showing it to them, just as He does to 
you, dear darlings, making you glad when you do right, 
and sorry when you do wrong. That is the light of 
your Saviour, dears, in your hearts; follow this, 
and it will lead you to heaven. But I'll tell you 
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more about it, dears, ^hen we're reading " Peep-o -Day ** 
together. 

Reformer {Somewhat disconcerted^ in a stem, scold- 
ing tone, wlw overheard this quiet, lengthy dissertation). 
Yes; but although Friends believe this, they also 
believe that if this blessed light is disregarded, or a deaf 
ear turned to it, that such persons will fail of the eternal 
blessedness intended for them. The Saviour himself 
preached this " light within," for He said to His hearers, 
"The kingdom of God is within you;" and yet He 
directed all — all His followers, without any exception, 
to go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
EVEBY CBEATUBE, and toach all nations. And this we must 
obey, otherwise it would be a contravention of this 
great command, *' Go ye." It would be like this : — A 
master gives his clerk written directions what to do, and 
lodges diem in his office. He commands another clerk 
to go and tell the first to attend to his instructions, and 
further enlighten him in his duty. The second clerk 
turns round and says, " But he has written directions in 
his own office, what need I to go?" Who does not see 
that such an excuse, being acted upon by the second 
clerk, would be doing the first a most essential injustice ; 
that it would be a flaring dereliction of duty, and an 
entire contravention of the master's command ? 

Baptist. Yes, you are right. I fear we must all, more 
or less, plead guilty to this ; we have all been too much 
like the second clerk. But mark, the words of our Lord 
are not, " Send men, or send missionaries," but *^ Go ye." 
Now, if your Friends think that our plan is not according 
to knowledge, then why don't you go on your plan, which 
you aver is more in accordance with the precept? We 

D 
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not only sendj and assist men^ qualified men, that is^ men 
who have felt the call to gOj and are, as we apprehend, 
prepared by the Divine hand, but we 

Meformer, So Friends do, so Friends have done, with 
this difference^ — Friends do not send them, but such per- 
sons, having the concern, the burden, the requirement 
on their own minds, go only in obedience to such a sense 
of duty, and with the consent of the Church, Many 
noble instances of this nature we could speak of: Thomaa 
Sliillitoej Daniel Wheeler, William Forsterj Joseph J« 
Gurney, Elizabeth Fry, John and Martha Yeardley, 
Maria Fox, and a long list of worthies I could put down 
as having acted on this principle^ they having felt the 
burden on their own minds thus to obey the command. 
And I believe that as the principles of truth, as professed 
by Friends, are received and accepted by the world (and 
they are being more received), that the burden of tliis 
call^ I mean, the agoressive spieit of CiiitiSTiAMirr, will 
rest more upon Friends, and then it will be seen that 
Frunda will shine in thiSi as they have shone in the jmie- 
iical working of almost even/ other principle of the GospeL 
And Friends are feeling more and more the responsibility 
of this great command, I rejoice to say, 

BaptisL It is time they did, for my own impression is 
simply this, — I must tell you plainly, — that this, I believe, 
is almost the only reason that Friends have not increased. 
What you have spoken of is very well, so far as it goes, 
as to ministers among Friends, who have a eoneem to 
visit their friends, going in obedience to a sense of duty ; 
but we think that there is a spirit of aggressive love (if 1 
may so espress it) implied in the command of our Lord, 
**Go ye, and teach and preach to aU nations," or to 
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every creature^ or make Christians of all nations, which 
requires infinitely more than this^ and which devolves 
not only on professed and qualified ministers^ hut on all 
the members of the Church of Christ ; apd that it has 
been for lack of this^ that Friends have not increased. 

Reformer. Why, thou never mean'st to say that every 
Christian is expected to preach and teach ? 

Baptist Indeed, I do mean to say, that every man, 
woman, and child that loves the Saviour, cannot do 
otherwise than — ^first from obedience to this, command ; 
and secondly, from His constraining love — invite, and 
endeavour to draw others to Him, and make Him known ; 
and although I'm very well aware that some amongst 
Friends look upon this as creaturely activity^ yet it was 
the way the first Christian Church, or collection of Chris- 
tians, was formed. John directed two of his disciples to 
the Saviour. (See John i. 35.) One of these two being 
Andrew, brought his own brother next^ that was Simon 
Peter. Hlere wel^ first two, then Aree, you see. That 
was how the Church of Christ commenced. Now see 
how it shall expand, and what is it that expands it ? 
Why couldn't Andrew keep the Saviour all to himself? 
No such thing, he must tell his beloved brother Peter 
about Him. Here was the principle of aggressive love. 
The next, the fourth, Philip, our Lord would find. Him- 
self. This one is very soon imbued with the same spirit 
of active hostile friendship (if I may so express it), for 
he must needs go and drag in Nathanael. Why couldn't 
Philip leave Nathanael alone ? he was very comfortable 
under the fig-tree. Besides, Philip would have all the 
trouble of persuading Nathanael that some good thing 
could come out of Nazareth. Here, then, was the first 

D 2 
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Church formed, and iJuy all brought in by the spirit of 
friendship and aggressive love. We are not told that any 
of them were endowed with particular eloquence, further 
than this, that it was pretty clear that both Philip and 
Nathanael had a little knowledge of the law and the 
pro2)hets. I am also acquainted with a gentleman, not a 
professed minister, who has so earnestly striven to be like 
his Lord, and Andrew, and Philip, in obedience to this 
command, ** Teach and preach to every creature," that 
he believes he has been made instrumental in converting 
to God fifty people (that is, brought them out of the 
world and put them in the way, for conversion 
must be understood in several qualified senses). If this 
man becomes a Friend, is he to be afiraid of his fellow- 
members and throw off this Christian zeal lest they 
should charge him with creaturely activity f 

Reformer. Certainly not. 

Baptist. But what confidence has he that, when he 
brings his young converts to meetings, they will be 
entertained ; for at that time they need instruction, nur- 
turing, and care? 

Reformer {hesitates^ but recovers himself by asking) 
Dost thou think, then, that the spirit of aggressive love 
is essential to genuine Christianity ? 

Baptist That's just what I do think. « There's the 
rub !" yes, certainly, I do think so. Have I not just 
reminded you that our Lord Himself and His very 
first disciples commenced it, and all His other disciples 
carried it on? Look through the Acts of the Apostles, 
and you will there find hardly anything elsa I might, 
too, add George Fox and the early Quakers ; for what 
were they but aggressive Christians, if, as you say, they 
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baptized the people into Gospel truth ? And now I'll tell 
ye more, Mr. Quaker^ who wouldn't begin talking to 
me till you nailed me dotcn not to be offended — ^not only 
must such men as these, who are full of zeal and love, 
be encouraged, but you and your friends must strive to 
be more like that glorious personage who exerted His 
creaturely activities to go all the way to Galilee to find 
Philip ; and like Andrew and Philip, who didn't mind 
though their friends should think them mad, but 
worked hard to pull in Peter and Nathaniel. 

Reformer. There's one command of our Saviour's I 
would rather Friends should remember, than possess 
ever so much of the spirit of Gospel aggression: — 
*' What I say unto you, I say unto all, * Watch I' " 

Baptist. You're right I think so too. I don't wish 
to see any Christian Society off their watch-tower. But 
why not possess both ? — the spirit of watchfulness and 
the spirit of aggressive love too ? Indeed, can it be pos- 
sible to have the one without the other ? They're both 
essentially Christian. It might, perhaps, be possible; 
but you know, Mr. Reformer, you commenced by talk- 
ing of perfectiony and aiming at higher and higher degrees 
of good. 

Reformer. Aye, brother, but don't rap too hard. 
Have a little patience. The flesh is weak. 

Baptist. But whilst we're thinking about it, the 
world's dying I Think how very large a proportion of 
the world is still Mohammedan, Brahmin, and heathen, 
and know nothing of our dear Lord and Master, who 
says to every one of his disciples, " Teach and preach 
my name to every creature." How many, too, of our 
own relatives are in the same position ? 
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Let me illustrate mj views by telling you of a poor 
but eminent ChristiEui, W. Oncken, of Hamburg, and what 
it is declared he did in 1823. And although it might 
not be poasible to follow in his wake, in every precision, 
yet, surely, every Christian, and every Christian people, 
I thinkj ought to seek to be imbued with the very same 
spirit of holy ardour for their Lord and Master- This 
man formed a Christian Church in a shoemaker'm shop. 
There were only six members, but they came to two re- 
solutions which made them a mtq^htt host, Christianity, 
they laid it down, is an aggressive system of moral truth. 
From this proposition it results, that no Church is truly 
a Christian Church which is not . aggressive. In this 
persuasion, therefore, this little Church of half-a-dozen 
members further resolved that they would admit no one 
to church-fellowship unless he engaged to be an aggressor, 
What is the consequence? In plain terms, the Church 
formed in the shoemaker's shop has expanded into seventy 
Churches, with six hundred preaching stations, and thirty 
thousand members ! 

Reformer. Thy words touch me to the quici ! 

Baptist That^s what I want; they ought to do so. 
May it be durable seed sown in a fructifying aouJ, 
nourished and strengthened by the Spirit of the Most 
High! 

Yes, I do mean to say that every member of 
every Church of Christ must be steeped, in every pore of 
his ioul, with this same generative, fruitful, expansive 
spirit I am glad to hear you say that Priends are feeling, 
more and more, the responsibility of this great com- 
mand, '* Go, and teach and preach to every creature *" 
and I share with you in the confidence, that when they 



i 



^ TEACH ETBBT CBEATUBB " — THE OLD WOXAH. 39 

•do become thoroughly impressed with it^ they will 
nobly shine^ in this branch of the spirit of the Gospel^ as 
they have shone in others of its eternal elements. We 
must never forget that the same holy 'personage who 
said, " Swear not at all," ** Love your enemies," spoke this 
same command also ; and depend upon it, that the words 
taken up by John the Apostle, ^^ Ye need not that any 
man teach you, but as the same anointing teacheth you," 
were not spoken in opposition to these words of our 
Lord, ** Go, and teach and preach to every creature," 
for the world is not taught by this anointing* They 
would, indeed, be so taught if they listened to it; but this 
is the message Christians have to convey to them, in 
obedience to Christ's command — -just the same as you 
have just said the second clerk has to convey to the 
first, to attend to the directions in his own o£Sce ; and as 
our Lord Himself did, when He said to the people,' 
" The kingdom of God is within you." 

I could go on telling yon of very many instances, 
wherein this expansive spirit of love has been a crown 
of rejoicing to multitudes ; how sons and daughters have 
brought in Others and mothers, brothers, sisters, cousins, 
and strangers; but one interesting case will probably eluci-« 
date my meaning, because it was one of a weak, old, 
fearful, and feeble, but earnest Christian woman. This 
disconsolate old person anxiously considered, *' What can 
a poor feeble old woman like me do for my Saviour?" 
And she thought, '^I can invite some to hear His 
word," (like Andrew and Philip. Noble old crea- 
ture!) She was shortly afterwards walking to her 
chapel, one afternoon or evening, when, observing two 
young men strolling along, she ventured to ask them to 
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allow her to show them where they would be enter- 
tained. After much persuasion, they reluctantly entered 
her chapeL There they heard words which struck like 
arrows to their hearts. They were both arrested in 
their uncertain career, and brought to the Saviour. 
One of these, I was assured, has since become an 
eminent missionary. I have heard it related of, or seen 
it in print as the present Robert Moffat, the African 
missionary, and father-in-law of the noble Dr. Living- 
stone. But I doubt whether that is strictly correct, as 
he was educated in Scotland, and this interesting inci- 
dent occurred in London ; but whether true of him or 
not, we know that hundreds of such cases have occurred. 
Let us suppose that, instead of going straight on, one of 
her mistaken friends had intercepted her path, and 
advised her that to interfere with these young men 
would be creaturely activCy and would be beneath the 
dignity of her religious profession. Besides, what harm 
were they doing? Let them enjoy their cigar, or have 
their wonted lounge in the Sunday tea-garden, what 
harm did it do anybody ? No, she was better instructed 
from above, and was saved from listening to such 
cold, selfish, un-Gospel advice; and the crown of joy 
will be eternally hers I How was it, Mr. Reformer, 
that you were converted to Christianity yourself? Did 
no kind Christian brother or sister take you by the hand, 
to try to bring you into the Gospel net? 

Reformer. I must confess I was, indeed, richly indebted 
to the Most High for His goodness, in inclining an old 
schoolmaster to invite me to attend within the sound of 
sGospel truth; and also a kind Christian lady, who pre- 
CQted me with th ree religious papers, and spoke closely 
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to me as to iny religious state. But still I contend that, 
after all, they did but call me to attend to the inward 
witness for God in the heart, and that it was His bene- 
diction on their efforts to which I was indebted. 

Baptist That is all I contend for. It was not, of 
course, the man or woman, but they were as a Paul and 
ApoUos to you, and " God gave the increase." Then 
you must allow me to do my part, and to charge you, in 
His holy name, and all your Friends, to go and do like- 
wise; and you will soon find, to your everlasting joy, and 
the consolation of His church and people, that the little 
leaven, when genuine, and fostered with prayer, faith, 
zeal, and love, will leaven so largely, that ** A little 
one will become a thousand, and a small one a strong 
nation." That is to say, you must admit what the truth 
compels us all to admit, and the same as this Church of 
six members acted on in the shoemaker's shop, namely, 
that no Church is truly a Christian Church which is not, 
like our Lord, Andrew, and Philip were, namely, aggres" 
sive; and you will soon find that you have introduced an 
EXPANsrvB principle, that will provoke every member of 
such a Church to seek to " turn others to righteousness." 
Many Johns will be raised up, who will faithfully direct 
to ** the Lamb that takes away sin ;" many children of 
Abraham ** formed out of the stones ;" lots of Andrews 
will bring in Peters, and Philips, Nathaniels ; and not a 
few may then be found, as Philip was, namely, by the 
Lord himself. Thus, the circles of holy influence will 
dilate in succession, until the ripple shall expire upon 
the extreme verge of the human family. Yes, dear 
Christian Friends, yield your hearts to these brilliant 
sparkling influences of Gospel love, and the sons of 
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strangers shall build up thy walls, and it shall he soon 
said J ** Who are these that fly aa a cloudy and as the 
doves to their windows?" The Lord will hasten it, 
in His time. But I was ahout to say, not only do we 
carry the Gospel far and wide, but we establish Sunday 
schools^ loan tract societies, and other means of disaeou- 
nating truth. 

Reformer. YeSj I anticipated thy meaning, and am glad 
to say, that in this respect Friends are completely improving, 

BaptisU What is the complete reform you speak of 
among Quakers ? 

Seformer. Friends have now established a First-day 
School Association, and a First-day School in Manchester, 
Birmingham, Bristol, Newcastle, Spitalfields, and, I 
belie voj in some other towns. This I have great unity 
with, and have confidence that Friends are, contrary to 
public opinion, resuscitating, and that the spirit of their 
fathers, which was imbued with zeal and power, will, 
if they endure the present wintry season, shortly rest 
upon them. And for my part, I freely confess the lan- 
guage of my heart towards them is, " Let me share with 
you a little of the burden and lieat of this day of reproach, 
for I see that the Lord is with yon f for I need not remind 
thee, Christian brother, that there must be suffering in 
swimming against the tide of this world, which lieth in 
wickedness. Forasmuch as Christ hath suffered in the 
flesh, be it our part " to arm oundces with the same 
mind," — if we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with 
Him, (Before t^ie conclusion of this long digresnoUy the reader 
must itippose t/tat consid&rabU alteration had taktn place* 
Wife and childrm had retired into another room ; but ths 
fire burnt brightly , and comfort andeaie had not departed,) 
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Baptist Bat you were about to say in what other 

respects a particular indication or designation in appear^ 

' anee is of use to the pilgrim to the better land^ and in 

the promulgation of the truths in the spirit of which he 

always wishes to be recognized. 

Reformer. Well, I suppose thou wouldst think it a 
very strange thing for a soldier in the army to doff his 
regimentals, and always appear like other men, wouldst 
thou not? Then, why should the soldier of the King 
of Peace doff his ? Friends are particularly kuown, and 
always have been, from their very origin, as denying all 
war, so much so, that it is probably the very first thing 
that people think of, on seeing Friends. Now, is there 
not something noble and glorious in being known to all 
sorts and conditions of men, at all times and under all 
circumstances, as the advocate and promoter of peace? 
Who was it said, ^^ Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of God ?" How can they be 
called so, unless they are known to be so ? and how can 
they be known to be so, unless there is something about 
them to indicate it ? True, Christians may often be 
known by the countenance ; but all men are not phy- 
siognomists. Surely thou must Su^knowledge, my brother, 
there is something lovely and happy in being known as 
a peace-promoter. There was in the Saviour's eye, and 
I believe there is in thy heart 

Baptist Almost thou persuadest me to be a Quaker. 

Beformer. But didst thou ever think of fashion? 
Where is the lady, and where is the gentleman who ha9 
nqt lost many an hour in distressing the mind because 
not exactly in the fashion ? To be in one regular dress, 
therefore, is a saving of time, — a matter of vast import- 
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ance to every traveller^ whether of this world or 
a pilgrim to a better. 

BaptuL But what is there in fashion so much to be 
dreaded ? 

Reformer (with a gentle unile)* That question comes 
from thee from a desire to elicit an answer, rather than 
from thy judgmenL Fashion h the voluntary slavery, 
which leads to think, act, and dress, according to the 
judgment of fools, and the caprice of coxcombs. It is 
very expensive, often indecorous, frequently disgusting. 
The following of it has ruined many a man, and betrayed 
many a maiden. The fashions of the present day, 18595 
for both male and female, thoa must be v^ell aware, are 
scarcely decorous ; yet all persons, whether professing 
Christians or not, who are in the line of fashion, are in 
a manner, according to its laws, bound to adopt them ; 
and the consequence is, that those who do remain in the 
spirit of this Babylon, do partake also of her plagues, 
by its coiTesponding effect on their minds, " When- 
ever we see tlie tail of the fox out of the hole, we may 
rest assured the fox is there," " You would not be at 
that pains," says John Wesley, when speaking of 
ornamental dress, " were none to see you but God and 
the holy angels, Aim at pleasing God alone, and all 
these ornaments will drop off,'* Now a word, if thou 
pleasest, about week-day meetings for worship. 

BaptisL Ah, that you must know well ; we regularly 
have a service always on one, and frequently two even- 
ings in the week, 

Riformen Yes, but the Society of Friends have been 
enabled from their origin — may the Infinite Jehovah he 
praised for this, for He is the Author of every good and 
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perfect work! (here the warmth of Reformer's soul 
seemed te lighten up his countenance) — ^and they have 
kept it np for two centuries^ to adopt a plan in this 
matter which eaceb every other religious Society, either 
in this or any other country. They adopt the principle 
laid down by King David (2 Sam. xxiv. 24), " Not to 
offer burnt-offerings imto the Lord their God of that 
which costs them nothing." And also the same as Abel, 
who brought as an offering imto the Lord, **of the 
firstlings of his flock and the fat thereof." Friends do 
not give to the Most High the fag-end of a week-day, 
but the very best part of the day, when their bodies and 
their minds are in the best trim^ and most capable of 
performing that most solemn of all acts. Divine worship. 
Friends' week-day meetings always commence at ten or 
half-past ten in the morning. 

Baptist The Church of England far outstrips you, for 
they have service every morning, or at least two or 
three days in the week. 

Reformer. I know the church-bells do ring, but when- 
ever do they have a congregation? But Friends do 
attend their week-day meetings, regardless of all con- 
sequences. Preparing their business beforehand, on the 
previous day, in the best way they are able. It, however, 
sometimes involves a little sacrifice of this world's goods, 
and frequently has much. This last week, on arriving 
home from meeting, a Friend was told by his servant 
he had lost two or three customers by his absence from 
home. But the payment frequently received from the 
Most High (if we may with reverence so express it,) has 
infinitely exceeded the consideration of such losses. I 
do not desire to bring these things before thee, dear 
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brother^ in a boasting spirit^ but to challenge^ to 
emulate^ and provoke thee to look into them for thyself ; 
and whatever thy religion is, to press on thee to be 
satisfied with nothing short of the Power of Goi)LINes£u 
Now, wouldst thou like to know a little about 
the women's meetings for discipline ? They are 
totally distinct from the men's. The religious economy 
of the Society elevates the position of women in the 
Church. It recognises them as helpers in spiritual as 
well as in temporal things, and imposes on them duties 
which more properly devolve upon them. But, although 
entirely distinct from the men's meetings, and their busi- 
ness too, the spirit in which they are sought to be kept 
must be remembered, namely, "in humility and subjec- 
tion of spirit to the Lord ;" and hence they become co- 
workers with the men in the same faith, and in perfect 
unity, only distinct as to the place, and to those parti- 
cular things which most properly appertain to women. 
Now, far be it from me, my brother, to attempt to form 
any unjust contrast, either in this, or in any other parti- 
cular, with any other Society, for although others may 
not adopt separate and distinct meet:ings of this nature 
for women, I know they have their women's class, and 
Bible class, and, in all probability, other meetings, of 
which we may not be aware; but I think much advantage 
would be derived from giving to women their pro- 
per STATUS (if I may so bring in a worldly term) 
in the Church ; and I wish that you and all others did 
and would look to this matter in good earnest I think, 
however, that I cannot do better than refer thee at once 
to the latter part of that same tract of the Society of 
Friends I have already referred thee too, namely. No. 124, 



MABBIAQE. 47 

which will give farther information on this most interest- 
ing and very important matter. 

Didst thou ever attend a marriage of the Society of 
Friends ? 

Baptist. Yes ; and very favourably have I been im- 
pressed with the solemnity and order of the proceedings. 

The marriage I went to see was on Wednesday, at • 

The meeting commenced at ten. As we were assembling 
the wedding party came in, and settled themselves in 
the centre of the building, where forms were provided 
for them in the form of a square, with a table in the 
centre, on which was placed the certificate. They ar- 
ranged themselves in the order of relationship — the bride 
at the right-hand side of the bridegroom — the parents of 
each— the brothers and sisters — and the cousins and 
friends. There was a rather large gathering of neigh- 
bours and friends of the parties. After we had sat in 
solemn silence for half-an-hour, or thereabouts, the bride- 
groom and bride stood up (I think hand-in-hand), when 
the former said, in a distinct and audible voice, ^^ Friends, 
I take this my friend, A. B., to be my wife, promising, 
through Divine assistance, to be unto her a faithful and 
affectionate husband, until it shall please the Lord by 
death to separate us.'' The woman then said the same, 
substituting ''wife" for ** husband." We then con- 
tinued sitting in solemn silence for some little time, 
when a minister spake, and then another, after which 

a Friend 

Reformer. Now, just a word here, brother. Thou 
sayst it was a solemn gathering? 

Baptist. It was solemn, indeed; that I don't mind 
acknowledging. 
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Reformer. The absurdity of some things are some- 
times displayed best by forming contrasts. Solomon 
resorted to this plan in order to elucidate his meaning, 
" As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is, &c.," Prov. 
xi. 22 ; and others we could easily find. Now, let us for 
one moment suppose, that when you were thus assem- 
bled, in solemn, silent worship, that the young man^ 
instead of addressing you, as aforesaid, had taken the 
hand of the bride, and looking towards her, had said, 
** With this body I thee worship^ in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoat^ what 
would have been the feelings, the embarrassment, and 
the answer (if she could have spoken) of the bride? 

Baptist Now you've done me, I confess. 

Reformer. I think I can tell thee the answer that would 
pass her mind at all events, whether she felt called upon 
to express it or not Women Friends, for the most 
part, are endowed with common sense, and it would have 
been something like this: — ** Thy love I do indeed ac- 
cept of, but not thy worship ; worship God. Thy love I 
accept; at least, I meant to do so, unless the utterance of 
this hypocritical expression deprives me of all confidence 
in what thou sayst ; for I know thou canst not mean 
what thou sayst" 

Baptist Well, but we all know what this word 
'* worship " means. " Then shalt thou have worship in 
the presence of them that sit at meat with thee." It 
doesn't mean worship, it means 

B^former. But if it doesn't mean worship, why use 
the word ? and why quote the text as though it was 
uttered by the lip of truth, when His meaning was only 
what the Greek word imports. {Reformer hands tlie 
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Greek Testament to Baptist, who turns to Luke 
xiv. 10-) 

Baptist, Ohy I know all about that, without studying 
it now. The word is 161a (doxa), the true meaning of 
which is, esteem, celebrity, fame, honour, and such-like. 
It occurs a good many times in the New Testament, 
somewhere about fifty. 

Reformer. One hundred and thirty ; but out of that 
great number it is only Hiis once translated "worship," 

Baptist. Twice it is rendered " by dignities," I know, 
and I think 1 can point them out Yes, here it is, in 
2 Peter, and in Jude. 

Reformer. Yes, thou'rt right ; and now, what really 
does mean worship, as in Rev. xxii. 8, 9, John iv. 
23, and about fifty-eight other places, having Jehovah 
for its object, and implying adoration, a paying homage 
to, and the like, is Vpocricvvcw (proskuneo) The error in 
rendering this word U^a " worship," in Luke xiv. 10, 
appears to have been committed just as the sun of the 
Reformation was dissipating the dark mist of Popery. Its 
retention in the Church of England Prayer-book, in the 
" Order for Marriage," no doubt is to be attributed to the 
same source. It is shameful that it has not long ago 
been expunged in both cases : and, strange to say, this 
perverted translation misled both Webster and Johnson, 
because they quote it as their authority. 

Baptist. But stranger still is it, that the noble-minded 
women of England will allow themselves to be married 
with such nonsense ; and that the men, too, can bedaub 
their mouths with such rubbish ; but surpassing strange 
of all strange things is it, that the majority prefer it 

Reformer. Yes, thou'rt right I saw the statistics of 
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different marriages^ and the majority consisted of those 
who prefer being married in this way ; that is to say, 
according to the Church form. Did the religious-minded 
and deep-thinking portion of our countrymen and women 
allow themselves to consider sufficiently the extremely 
solemn nature and purport of tbe words, I do not think 
they could allow themselves to pass through this terrible 
ordeal — no, not even to satisfy the most fascinating en- 
dearments. Nay, the deeper their attachment, surely 
the more desirous to preserve each other from the 
acceptance and commission of such folly. And on the 

part of those who have made 

Baptist And it is essentially necessary, too, that these 
very words be said, otherwise it is not possible for the 
ceremony to proceed. I remember hearing of a case of 
the kind near London. A gentleman, when passing 
through the ceremony as adopted in the Church of 
England, went on very well till he came to this — here 
his voice faltered, and he begged to be excused saying 
'* With this body I thee worship, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.** 
He was, however, immediately informed by the 
officiating priest or clergyman, that if he decidedly 
objected to it he could not marry him, the whole 
ceremony must stop. Here was a terrible alternative; 
for a professed religious and conscientious man to be 
brought tol Commit an act which his inward monitor 
told him was idolatrous, and offensive to God ; or dis- 
please his own and his bride's friends, and mortify and 
annoy his intended wife, at such a very particular and 
critical juncture ! I own it has always seemed to me 
to be a most oppressive and despotic act on the part of 
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those who have made such roles, and require such things 
of their fellow men and women. 

ReforrMT. That is what I was just about to sa)-. 
Nay, is it not absolutely most offensive and impertinent ? 
If it is bishops or synods, and convocations of learned 
men, who have made such laws, why, of course,it is so 
much the worse ! 

Baptist To say the least, it is '* putting a stumbling- 
block, or occasion to fall, in a brother's way," which the 
inspired servant of God has enjoined not to be done. 
Here was a man — I believe a good man (though he 
does not appear to have allowed himself time to think 
well what he was about, or he would never have gone to 
be tampered with in this way at all) — resolving to avoid, 
for the sake of his own peace of mind, this disgusting 
expression ; yet, when the pressure of engagements and 
hurry comes, and rather it might be than offend the ofEcia- 
ting priest and the company of friends on both sides, he 
unhappily gives way, and what is the result? No doubt, the 
turpitude and defilement of his mind, the loss of the 
dignity of his Christian profession, his self-respect, and 
a good conscience. 

Reformer. True it is that marriage is not only a social 
and civil, but a religious contract. To be properly con- 
tracted it must be a religious contract, whatever ceremony, 
social or civil, be adopted besides. " What God has joined 
together," are our Saviour's words. It is God who properly 
joins a man and woman ; therefore, men have no authority 
for presuming to interfere with this beautifal institution in 
the way they have done. The Society of Friends saw 
this, from their origin, and therefore did not allow them- 
selves to be tampered with by man-made priests, or any 
E 2 
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other men ; hence, whilst meekly submitting to all the 
reqtdrements of the lawSj social and civil, the e^j 
Friends and their successors have always publicly 
married themselves ; and happy for them that they have 
done so< This is another evidence^ in my humble 
opinion J that one above majs, to whom they were look- 
ing, directed and established them. 

Baptist, Whateyer may be said of other parts of the 
ceremony, of this we may be very certain — that no person 
on earth has any right to nsurp such authority over his 
fellow-mortal J as to require an expression fi*om him so 
revolting j indeed, if BLllingsgate phraseology was in 
any case admissible for a Christian, I'm inclined to 
think I could hardly avoid indulging in a blazing 
harangue of that kind ! 

Reformer. Yes^ brother^ but here again our indigna- 
tion must he tempered with consideration, for is it not a 
most 'joyous and happy circumstance that our ancestors 
were enabled to clear away so much as they did of the 
darkness of the night of apostacy in which Christendom 
had been sleeping-; and if something yet remained of 
the absurdities of Popery, it was dot so surprising. Read 
« Most Holy Bambino,'' Tract Society, No, 680, and this 
will sink into the shade hy the side of that 

Baptist Yes, but is it not surprising, that after a 
lapse of two or three centuries since the glorious Refor- 
mation of which you speak, many generations of a 
highly honoured and eminently learned class of men, as 
the English bishops and clergymen generally have beeUj 
and laying claim, too, as they have done, and more espe- 
cially of late, when as a body they have become more 
decidedly evangelical — I say, is it not most surprising that 
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these men, calling themselves (and very niany of them, I 
hopefully believe, justly call themselves so) the ministers 
of 

Reforrher. Well done ! Glad to hear thee so much 
like the "well-beloved Gains," whom John loved in 
the truth (John- iii. I — 6), and whose charity he 
hailed. 

Baptist the ministers of that great and holy 

Being who enjoins, above all things, in His faithful fol- 
lowers, the practice of trutlifulness and sincerity — can, I 
say, have the contumacious effrontery and hardihood 
(and be it remembered, too, many of whom profess to 
feel great zeal, and pay and collect money largely, for 
prevjhingto the heathen, to turn them from. worshipping 
beasts, and stocks and stones) to still require their 
fellow-men to tell a living lump of dust and ashesy in the 
form of a woman^ that ^rith his body he worships her, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost I But more astonishing still, that any can be 
found who equally profess His name — so pusillanimous, 
so idolatrous and man-fearing, as to allow themselves, 
against their judgment and their conscience, to be made 
to utter words of a nature partaking of such a gross de- 
parture from rectitude — such criminal, such idolatrous 
folly 1 And where is the sincerity of professing Christian 
women, too, who allow themselves to be so addressed ? 
Would those inspired Apostles, who ran in amongst the 
people of Lystra to restrain them from offering indicar 
tions of worship towards them, approve of it? (Acts 
xiv. 14, 15.) Would the angel who told the adoring John 
to worship God, commend them? (Rev. xxii. 8, 9.) 

Reformer. Aye, indeed 1 and what would Daniel have 
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tliought of the men who could have had the audacious 
daring to require of him, after his hairing objected to 
offer prajer to King DariuSj or to desist from supplicating 
Jehovah, to tell a woman that with hia body he 
worshipped her ? 

JBaptist Think of one of the Apostles^ on taking to 
himself a wife, being told by tho elders of the Church 
that he must stand before the bride, and there and then, 
in the presence of the Church, tell her that ^' with his 
body he worships her, in the name of his God, his 
Saviour, and the Holy Spirit I" Or Priscillaj or any 
of the devout women who ^* laboured in the Gospel," 
permitting the '* Holt Brethren '* so to address them I 

Refor^Tier. How much more certainly would Christian 
people secure their own peace of mind, and how much 
greater good they would confer on these clergymen and 
peoploj topra^ against the fear of man^ and to confront 
this audacious usurpation of erroneous authority. Nay, 
even on the principle of Christian love, are not aU en- 
lightened persons culpable who flinch from swimming 
against the tide of this popular abomination ? For what 
was it that caused the anger of the Lord to fall upon the 
Israelites ? Simply this, that they allowed themselves 
insidiously to learn the sinful ways of the Egyptians ; 
and it is said of them, that they mate itlkir sons to 

^ASS TttEOtIGH THE FIRE TO TEE IDOL MOLECH. Here, then, 

is a somewhat analogous ca^e, and if good, deep-think- 
ing and evangelical members of the Church of England 
really love their miniatersj they will affectionately reprove 
them for causing, and will cease to allow their beloved 
sons and daughters to pois through this filthy moral 
pollution. 



AND EXPUNGED FROM THE PRATER BOOK. 55 

Baptist Can women suppose that when men say they 
*^ worship with the body," that these words can be said 
without leaving on the minds of those who say them a 
SENSE OF MORAL DEFILEMENT? Or Can it be imagined 
that an^ expression so utterlt worthless, idolatrous, 
DECEITFUL, and FOOLISH, Can form any basis, ground- 
work, or security — at mch an important crisis, too — for 

FUTURE SINCERITY? 

Reformer. " Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you ?" is 
the language of inspiration. ** If any man defile the 
TEMPLE OF God, him shall God destroy ; for the temple 
of God is holy, which temple ye are," He that says to 
a woman, " With my body I thee worship," defiles the 
temple of God, for ** that which oometh out of a man 

THAT DEFILES A MAN." 

Baptist. The same Apostle says : " I beseech you by 
the mercies of God that ye present tour bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service." How can it be compatible with 
this expostulation for a man to tell a mortal creature 
that he worships her with his body ? 

Reformer. The fact is, my brother, these words, " With 
this body I thee worship," were conceived at an age 
when men's minds were more completely given up to 
influences of sycophancy and cringing servility. It is 
wonderful, indeed, and is a great stain on the escutcheon 
of Church people and their ministers, bishops, and arch- 
bishops, that they have not long ago been expunged 
FROM THE Church Prayer Book* As the light of 
truth, however, is now beginning to shine with efiftilgent 
brightness, it is quite impossible that they can escape the 
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pruning knife. I wish it was the only objection that 
could be made to some expressions in it^ but it is not. 
One especially ranks worse still than this, in my opinion^ 
inasmuch as the words we have been considering are 
addressed to women; but the words we shall further 
have to contemplate are addressed to God. Before, how- 
ever, we can enter into that, there is, in popular use, a 
further misconstruction and misapplication of this same 
word, in the consideration of which, I Aink I can prove 
to thee, that some men claim so large a proportion of 
false and complimentary servility from their fellows, as 
to approximate very near to the exclusive and peculiar 
privilege of divinity, namely, worship, which we must 
postpone till our next interview. 

Baptist {looking at his watch). It is a pity that we 
cannot follow up this subject now ; I have yet half-an-hour 
to spare, and to-morrow I shall be engaged. 

Reformer. I am glad to see, brother, that thy interest 
in thes^ very important matters is not on the wane. On 
4th day, then, at 

Baptist. My interest is only sharpened up a hundred- 
fold. These are subjects that have weighed on my 
mind for many years, and I shall be glad to have them 
cleared up. Yes, say half-past 10 on Wednesday ; all 
being well, I'll call. 

Baptist Good morning. 

Reformer. How art th6u, brother? I feared the 
other day I should have wearied thee; but there are 
many things yet to be considered. As to adulatory 
titles, to undertake to enter fully into them would swell 
out our conference to a most inconvenient prolixity. I 
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had better refer thee at once to Joseph John Gumey's 
" Peculiarities," where thou wilt see that the Society of 
Friends only object to give to their fellow-men such 
titles as are merely complimentary or not true, or in the 
words of Joseph John Gurney, " represent falsehood." 
The loan of his work can be obtained at almost any 
meeting-house of the Society. Inquire for Joseph John 
Gumey's " Religious Peculiarities of the Society of 
Friencfc.'* There is, however, one subject on which I 
am not awure that either he or any other writer has ever 
taken up. It is our old subject, " worship,'' and I be- 
lieve I told thee 

Baptist What, haven't we done with doaa ojidpros' 
kuneo yet ? 

Reformer, Yes, weVe quite done with th^m, though 
there was much more we might have said ; but there is 
yet another, and a gross misconstruction and misappli- 
cation of a word, not indeed of Greek or of Latin 
origin, but old Saxon, from which it is pretty clear to my 
mind — what if I say it in plain English — ^that " Men wUl^ 
in 'some way or other, be worshipped.** 

Baptist. There you go again, Mr: Charitable. I 
should like to know if some of you Quakers don't like 
to be inflated by your compeers, your superiors, and 
your inferiors ? Who knows, till he's put to the test, 
how much he can bear of the glibing incense of homage, 
servile submission, eulogium, and flattery ? 

RefoTVMr, Ah I dear Christian brother, I am very 
well aware that such queries as these only spring from 
thee to excite me to express my sentiments. I always 
believed thee to be one that had given his heart to a 
crucified Saviour^ who said, ^' He that taketh not his 
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cross and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.** 
Amongst the people of the world there is a sort of con- 
vention, an agreement to flatter and be flattered, to exalt 
and be exalted, to praise and be praised ; aye, and more 
than this, I think I can show thee — " To worship and 
be worshipped." But that glorious personage whom 
thou professest to love, obey, and adore, charged the un- 
believing Jews thus: — "How can ye believe, which 
receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour 
which Cometh from God only?" And also premonished 
his humble followers thus: — "What the vain people, who 
love to sit in Moses's seat, and to do all their acts to be 
seen of men, bid you observe, that observe and do ; but 
do not after their works, for they say and do not, and 
love to be called Rabbi, Kabbi ; but be not ye called 
Rabbi, for one is your master, even Christ, and all ye 
are brethren. And call no man your father upon earth 
(namely as a complimentary title), for one is your Father, 
which is in heaven." Matthew xxiiL 8, &c. Now, 
brother, read this, in the Morning Star of yesterday. 
Baptist reads : — 

"Another Matobship going a Begging. — 
Mr. Blank, a highly respectable member of the 
Society of Friends, was chosen Lord Mayor of 
Blank City, on the 9th inst Mr. ]&lank, 
as a consistent ' Friend,' refused to accept the 
oflSce. The proud title of *My Lord' was 
insufficient to induce * honest Joe' to desert 
his religious scruples, and along with a cheque 
for £100, he laid down the tempting title, as 
well as the gold chain, the sword, mace, &c., 
and another gentleman thereupon became, and 
now is, Lord Mayor of Blank City." 
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Reformer. Here, then, is a case in point, and a direct 
answer to thy question. Here was a conscientious 
Christian man, who could not consistently accept the 
oflSce. But why? Mayors and magistrates, thou 
know'st, are essential officials to the order, peace, and 
happiness of towns A mayor is the chief magistrate of 
a body politic, which is publicly invested with authority. 
Such persons we must have, and it is most essential 
that we should have able and intelligent men ; but it is 
still more important that we should have Christian men ; 
in other words, thou know'st, men of Christian principles, 
men with clean hands, honest and upright, good and 
true ; and so far from its being improper, to serve in 
these offices as our turn comes on us, we are taught ^^ to 
be ready to every good work,** and no genuine Christian 
patriot could rightly object to it, without some good 
reason. Why, then, did " Honest Joe," as he is called, 
decline it ? It certainly could not have been on account 
of any deficiency in the essential virtues we have here 
delineated. I have frequently heard of Joseph Blank, 
and know that his public and private character evinces 
the possession of these pre-requisites in a respectable 
proportion. Ah 1 no, my friend, it is not for want of 
these qualities that men of sterling character, men of 
upright hearts and clean hands, shrink from fulfilling 
^uch engagements ; but it is, in fact, because these public 
duties, these honourable, envied, and sometimes 
lucrative employments, are mixed up with so much that 
is improper and unchristian, particularly as it regards 
the reception and expected bestowment of false and sinful 
adulation. And, of all servile flattery with which these 
kinds of offices are associated, there probably is no ex- 
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pression In use more grossly applied, more out of place, 
more false, more likely to mislead, than this word of 
which we are about to speak ; no, not even the " illus- 
trissimo" and the " excellenza " of the Italians, or the 
eel'' (most celebrated) among Latin critics, or the 
Greek term 6irdyv, though this probably comes nearest, 
because it denotes nothing less than that the writer cited 
is ^fo>^/^ excellent Even this, however, is milk and 
water, compared with the word we are considering, be- 
cause its application and meaning is limited by Latin 
authors to erudition and intellectual acquirements. It 
means, in fact, nothing ihore than that he comprehends 
in his own person an universality of learning and talent. 
But the misapplication and misconstruction of the word 
*' worshipful " has a much more offensive tendency even 
than that — I mean, offensive to that great and holy Being 
who has emphatically declared " He will not give His 
glory to another." The one is only a combination of 
refined falsehoods, the other exalts the creature, and puts 
him in the place of the Almighty. Think of a meek and 
lowly follower of the Saviour of men, being addressed 
"your worship," and spoken of as "the worshipful" 
What would he say, think'st thou ? I expect just this :— 
" The honour and dignity of this office, having now ac- 
cepted it, I'm determined to uphold, but away with all that 
kind of humbug." And he must be a very watchful 
Christian man to restrain himself to such moderate lan- 
guage as this. More likely that he would snatch the 
mandamus, warrant, or bills out of the clerk's hands, be- 
daub them with ink, and tell the clerk he must get 
amended copies printed. 

Baptist. The words " worshipful " and ** worship," so 
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often applied to mayors, magistrates, and others in high 
authority and dignity, is an abbreviation of the old 
Saxon word **weorthscype," and the English word "worth- 
ship " or " worthyship/' It implies the holding of a 
position or office which is worthy of honour, as in Matt. 
X. 11, ** Enquire who in it is worthy." *' Worthyship " 
imports ^^fiill of worthiness, or filled with a worthy office," 
the ending " ship " implying office, the idea of adoration 
being utterly excluded. But when the *Mhy" is omitted, 
and without even .the abbreviating apostrophe, thus, 
" wor'ship," indicating that something is left out, it is 
rendered ^^ worship," it of course then properly means 
" adoration," paying Divine homage to, and reverencing 
with supreme respect and veneration and the like. 

Reformer. Yes, and with any other less emphatic 
meaning, Dr. Ogilvie assures us, it is nearly or quite 
obsolete ; but hence, he adds, it is a title of honour used 
in addresses to certain magistrates and others of rank 
or station ; but chiefly and eminently the act of paying 
Divine honours to the Supreme Being, or the reverence 
and homage paid to Him in religious exercises, con- 
sisting in adoration, confession, prayer, thanksgiving, and 
the like. Now, if men in authority never took to them- 
selves this meaning of the word, and if there was no 
fear that they would, it might be absolutely a matter of 
indiflference, whether we say worthyship or worship, 
worthshipful or worshipful, or any other language which 
has a tendency to coimtenance or sanction idolatrous or 
semi-idolatrous usages; but it is not so, and the unmis- 
takeable proof that it is not so is this, that these high 
personages feel slighted and offended when any of their 
fellow-mortals fail to give them those insignia and marks 
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of homage, adoration, and worahipj which are rightly 
due alone to the one Great I Anij the Infinite Eternal 
God I I mean the submissive inflection of the bodjj 
genuflection, uncovering of the head, bowing, and 
prostration i actions like the expression of the word 
'^worshipful," which are in themselves absolutely 
indifi^erentj but through the force of custom, and the 
literal meaning of language (for the Greek word signify- 
ing to worship Uterally means mch prostration) j they are 
become very significant — significant of religious homage 
offered to the Supreme Being ; and it must form a very 
dangerous precedent, which the inward witness for God 
in the minds of monarchs themselves, and especially, I 
venture to say, of our own virtuous and beloved Queen, 
will one day condemn. Aye, and as the sunlight of 
truth beams into their enlightened consciences, as it did 
into Nebuchadnezzar's, the reception and use of them, we 
may feel assured, they will imperiously interdict, well 
knowing that these insignia are the badges of a fawningj 
fiilsome, dishonourable dissembling, which, used as men 
use them, can only be the off-shoots of counterfeit and 
deceit, and which especially bear the marks of infamy, 
and Antichrist, so clearly demonstrated in inspired pro-* 
phecy as the Man of Sin, the son of perdition, who 
exalteth himself and allows himself to be worshipped as, 
or in a similar manner, as God is worshipped. (See 
2 Thess. iii. 4). I hope now, my friend, that I have 
given thee a sufficient reason for refusing to give 
or accept the word worshipful, or other marks of syco- 
phantic adulation, and that these considerations will, in 
some slight degree, dilute thy extreme indignation on 
account of refusal of the hat worsliip. 
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Baptist Come, come, Mr. Reformer, your tongue has 
been rolling on far too quickly ; whenever have any of 
these said high personages required of their fellow-men 
such marks of supreme homage, which exclusively belong 
to God, 

Reformer. Wherever is there a crowned head in all 
Europe, or king, or queen, or pope, who does not look for 
them, and does not receive them with complacency from 
their fellow mortals, and without rebuke when given ? 

Baptist I don't exactly remember at this moment a 
case in point ; but I should hope you're mistaken. 

Reformer. 1 think I can refer thee to a case relating 
to our own virtuous Sovereign ; but it is, mark thee, 
altogether out of the regular routine of customary adula- 
tion, and both is, and is related as, a singular instance of 
the absence of obsequious servility. Its relation will 
also show us, I think, that in some respects brother 
Jonathan is far ahead of our more closely-allied brother, 
John Bull. I will read it from the newspaper : — 

"An Improved Speech. — Sir, — Your readers 
are certainly indebted to you for calling their 
attention to the American address to the Queen, 
the other day, on board the ^ Resolute,' at 
Portsmouth. There was common sense, honour, 
high feeling, and true dignity, in the few words 
spoken to her Majesty. The language used 
was not that of a slave to a master. The homage 
paid was not that of an inferior animal to his 
keeper. There was nothing said obsequious 
and mean. On the contrary, everything was 
in good taste. The language used was fitting 
for one human being to address to another. 
Her Majesty's answer was pointed, and worthy 
of all commendation — * Sir, I thank you.' Con- 
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trast this with the mean, contemptible^ and 
crawling style in which even our great men 
must approach royalty- They bow the knee, 
and fall with their faces in the dust Thej 
draw near to the throne of this earth, which is 
earthy, in the same style, and w^itb nmch more 
humble gesticulation, than if they drew near 
to the throne of Heaven, which is pure and 
lioly. They render to the creature that 
lioniage which only should be rendered to the 
Creator. Our Queen is a sensible lady, and 
must be disgusted with the everlasting display 
of mock humility, and fawning sycophancy 
which she is condemned to witness. Js it abso- 
lutely necessary that every crumb that is pre- 
sented to her Most Gracious Majesty must be 
steeped in the filthy saliva of falsehood and 
flattery until she is obliged to cry out that it is 
^ Nasty, nasty ?'^ — ComhilL^' 

I am not acquainted with the writer^ neither do I 
remember from what newspaper it was cut out» a few 
months ago. I hope the address was not short, but it 
appears to have been perfectly loyal, and accompanied 
with all due honour and high respect^ otherwise I should 
not have noticed it ; for I will be second to no man on 
earth in rendering honour to whom honour is due^ and 
as much and as distinguishing attention and dignity to 
royalty as is consistent with uncompromising Christian 
principle. But more than this would be a slavish and 
sinful fear, subserviency and dependence on man, quite 
incompatible with Christian love, and a great unkindness 
to persons in authority and power, leading them to forget 
themselves, and rather favouring than deprecating tyranny, 
oppression, and despotism — thereby being ^rties to, and 
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in some degree the cause of, the curses of the Almighty, 
which do not " come causeless " on wicked rulers. When 
the great KiNa Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat 
upon his throne and made an oration, the people com- 
mitted this heinous sin, for they exalted a worm to the 
place of Jehovah. But mark here, the sin was not only 
the people's, but Herod himself was responsible, and 
he so far forgot himself as to accept this adulatory devo- 
tion, or, at least, he did not speedily reject it ; and the 
awful result solemnly illustrates the declaration of the 
wise man : *^ He that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth 
a net for his feet'" Herod was caught in this net ; and, 
although it was the people who gave the shouty it is declared 
HE gave not God the glory ; and that this was the reason 
why " he was eaten of worms and gave up the ghost" 
How happy would it have been for Herod had it been 
permitted, that he could have taken a warning from 
Christian people; he would then have averted this dread- 
ful judgment. And bear in mind that the spirit of 
tyranny is not dead : to be convinced of this, we need 
not turn over the ancient pages of history, which tell us 
of a Gesler who compelled his soldiers to worship his cap 
on pain of Revere punishment or death, and of 

Baptist. Ah I as to that, tyranny has seen its best 
days, and will never dare to raise up its hideous front 
again. 

Reformer. What*s the meaning of this, then, in yes- 
terday's papers ? 

^* A Case. OF Conscience. — The following 
garrison order has been the source of much 
bitterness: — 'AH guards to turn out to the 
Archbishop of Mdta, and all sentries to carry 

F 
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arms and present arms when the Host passes.' 
Captain Sheffield, of the 2lst R.N.B.F., 
having refused to obey the above, has been 
ordered under arrest, and will in all proba- 
bility be tried by court-martial. It is a case of 
conscience with Captain Sheffield, who, it is 
reported, is ready to submit to any punishment 
rather than do homage to the Host. This pre- 
senting and carrying arms to the Host has 
long been a cause of complaint with the Pro- 
testant soldiers at Malta, particularly the 
Presbyterians, when Highland regiments have 
been stationed here. Some years ago. General 
Aitchison, now Governor of Dover Castle, 
while commanding a company of Artillery at 
Malta, was dismissed the service for refusing to 
salute the Host." — Letter from Malta. 

Eh, brother, what dost think of that? Wouldst thou 
present arms or do homage to the Host? That was a 
noble fellow, that Thomas Aitchison, who explains, in 
to-day's Timesy 1st month, 22, 1859 :— 

" That it was only when I received a requi- 
sition of the Roman Catholic Church to toll a 
bell and fire their Church petteraro salutes, for 
objects held by the Church and State of 
England as idolatrous, under the directions and 
signals of the priests conducting the worship, 
that I wrote to my commanding officer, point- 
ing out what I had found I was required to 
carry into effect, and I stated, ^ I most earnestly 
bog that you will endeavour to have me exone- 
rated from the execution of these orders.' " 

To all grave, earnest-thinking Christians, these things 
"will drive the words of our Lord deeply down into 
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their hearts, **What I say unto you, I say unto all, 
Watch 1'* [Here the reader must imagine that notwith- 
standing the muggy darkness of the dull, foggy atmo- 
sphere, and in spite of the gravity of this turn of thought, 
our Baptist friend would evince in whom his confidence 
resided, by indulging in a joyous mood, and exercising 
again his vocal powers in one of his harmonious lays.] 

" The God that rules on high, 
That all the earth surveys ; 
That rides upon the stormy sky, 
And calms the roaiing seas. 

" This awful God is ours. 

Our Father, and our love ; 
He will send down His heavenly powers, 
To carry us above !" 

Reformer — [Looking at him with an approving smile. 
After which, a deep and solemn pause must be supposed 
to ensue, when the reader may contemplate the words of 
Isaiah, and imagine whether they might not very con- 
sistently and without irreverence conceive, that they would 
pervade the minds of such persons, in such a case, when 
favoured with heavenly influence. *^ * Art thou not it that 
hath cut Rahab and wounded the dragon ? Art thou not it 
which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep ; that 
hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed 
to pass over?' Infinite and Eternjd One! — * Awake, 
awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord ; awake as 
in the ancient days, in the generations of old I ' Comfort 
Zion ; restore all her waste places ; make her wilderness 
like Eden, her desert like thy garden. Let joy and 
gladness be found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of 

F 2 
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melody. Let not thy people fear the reproach of men, 
nor thy little ones be afraid of their revilings. Thou 
that divided the sea whose waves roared, who pleadest 
the cause of thy chosen, afflicted and drunken, but not 
with wine, take out of their hand the cup of trembling, 
nor let them be afraid of a man that shall die, nor the 
son of man which shall be made as grass. And let the 
Redeemer come to thy Zion, to whom alone, with thee 
the Father, and the blessed Spirit, be all honour and 
adoration eternally given." — And that another deep pause 
follows ; the solemnity of the auspicious, golden moment 
not being interrupted, although it must be supposed 
that two carriages had driven up at its commencement, 
and that a footman stands in waiting with two cards, 
announcing calls, though not in company, of a Bishop 
of the Church of England and an Ex-President of the 
Wesleyan Conference, who both meet with a most 
friendly and hearty welcome from mine host, — ^indicated 
by one of those lively, cordial receptions, so ubiquitous 
among the aristocracy in some parts of Ireland, which at 
once happily removes all apprehension of a half-and-half 
entertainment of a guest, — ^and who, it must be imagined, 
does not fail, as some uncouth people sometimes do (a 
disgrace to their profession, in this respect), to give a 
general introduction, and especially of his former guest, 
his Baptist friend.] — Allow me to introduce a brother- 
soldier of the cross, a veteran of the " Lamb that was 
slain ;" and, if agi'eeable, we'll at once retire to the shady 
summer-house in the garden. 

(A few convivialities being exchanged^) 

Bishop (eaclaimSy whilst walking close to the borders 
of flowers). How delightful is this fragrance ! 
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" Who can paint 
Like Nature? Can Imagination boast, 
Amid his gay creation, hues like these ? 
And can he mix them with that matchless skill, 
And lay them on so delicately fine, 
And lose them in each other, as appears 
In every hud that blows ? "* 

Baptist 

" Wondrous truths, and manifold as wondrous, 
God hath written in those stars above ; 
But not less in the bright flowerets under us 
Stands the revelation of His love/'f 

Wesleyan (on observing a variety of roses with some car^ 
nations). Here's richness of dye! What charming 
colours ! In one, the ruby with her bleeding radiance ; 
in the other, the sapphire with her sky-tinctured hue ! 

Bishop. But the varying tints ! With what masterly 
skill is every one portrayed! Here thrown on with 
the nicest touches of accuracy and art, and there adjusted 
as with security and freedom. 

WesUyan. What an enchanting situation is this! Such 
lively hues and delicious odours not only address them- 
selves agreeably to the senses, but touch the sweetest 
movements of the mind with an unaccountable delicacy. 

Baptist. But that which to my mind seems to add so 
many charms to all the other masterpieces of the handy- 
work of the Creator, is their endless novelty ! What a sur- 
prising variety is observable among the flowery tribes ! A 
constant uniformity would soon render the entertainment 
tiresome or insipid, therefore every species is formed on 
a separate plan, and exhibits something entirely new. 

Bishop. You are right, brother ; and the eye is amused 
* Thomson. f Longfellow. 
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at the agreeable variety, for tbe feehion of one sj^eciea 
spreads not from family to family, hnt every one lias a 
mode of its owHj which 13 absolutely originaL 

Reformer, But that which pleases me so much is the 
perfection of these things. The more we scan their 
properties^ the more we become ravished with their 
graces. All our own perform ances^ the more minutely 
the^ are examinedj the more evidences we find of impei'- 
fection : but the works of their great Creator disclose 
fresh strobes of His perfect and masterly skilL 

Weshyan. TeSj and the theme is still more delightfiilly 
beautiful, when we contemplate the simplicity of the 
moving power which produces this! What are the 
materials which produce these rich tints — these splendid 
dyeSj which beautify the world and exhilarate the senses ? 
'* What stores of shining crayons stand by the heavenly 
limnerj when He paints tlie robe of nature?"* 'Tis 
answered, ^' His powerful pencil needs no such costly 
apparatus* A abgle principle, under His conducting 
hand, branches out into an immensity of the most varied 
and most finished — perfect forms. The humidity of the 
earth and of the surrounding air thus produces all the 
varied elegancies of Nature, and performs all the admir- 
able phenomena of vegetation." 

Bishop, Add to these reflections the regular succession 
of the horticultural creation. As one declines, another 
advances. The snowdrop and the primrose lead the 
way; the crocus, the polyanthus, the auricula, these 
beautify the parterre. Then comes the unassuming 
violet, distributing her emissive sweets with munificence 
and gi'ace. But now, as we regret the disappearance of 
* Hervey*0 Meditatiansu A book that should be read by aU. 
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these shining annual embassies^ up flush the delicious 
tulips, with one of the richest, gayest dresses of Nature. 
Now advances in her turn the anemone, with her stately 
dome ; then the gilly-flower, ranunculus, and carnation, 

and (stooping doton and spying out at the distant lavm, 

near iheshrubheryj a group of children) — Ah ! what do I see? 

Reformer {nodding to the servant-man in waiting). 
Tell governess to send the children. [Here the whole 
party is supposed to move towards the summer-house, 
where, on arriving, it is found they have been antici- 
pated by plates of seasonable fruits, of cakes, which pall 
not, and temperance champagne and other drinks, which 
refresh and not inebriate, besides the sparkling water 
from the garden-spring, better than them all. And now 
is seen in the distance, bounding forward with artless 
delight and cheer, the little flock. Papa said they were 
to come, and that's enough. Here is no apprehension or 
fear of being met with a scowl or rebuff; no need for a 
sciomachy to pervade the minds of these young and 
tender shoots. None of your ** Where's your bow. 
Tommy ?" ** Hold up your head." ^* Give your curtsey, 
Lyddy." From their earliest infancy they have been 
taught to fear with awfrd reverence One who abhors 
assumption of character, — ^greater than man who looks at 
the heart And this principle deeply poising the young 
soul, shuts out the servile fear of man; at the same timey 
it effectually secures a proper respect for him, and teaches, 
better than anything else (because it teaches kindness to 
all), the polite civilities of social life. 

Oh, fathers, mothers, guardians, take the hint ! Breed 
not up your precious immortals to shake and shiver 
before '^a man that shall die." Do you want 
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them to be apes and kangaroos ? Then teach them to 
squat, and crawl, and cringe before their fellows. Or 
parrots ? Teach them, then, the borrowed air of loquacity. 
Or other animals ? Then instil constant fear, subserviency, 
and dependence on their fellow-man. But if you wish 
them to take their proper status in the creation ; if you 
wish them to be ^^ Israelites indeed, in whom there shall 
be no guile ;" if you would have sincerity and truth at 
the core ; if actions are to spring from a native reality, 
not capricious or counterfeit ; then they must be told to 
fear the Great Supreme first, and above all, and listen to 
and obey His outwardly revealed message, the Bible, 
and His inward witness, the still small voice in the 
heart, which leads out of all equivocation and duplicity. 
Infallibly true, it gives the right bias to the thought ; 
dictates and prepares the words to speak. Here is safety. 
Heaven-bom, it is a rudder that cannot wrongly turn 
the ship — a centre on which to fix the mind ; a ballast to 
equipoise the life.] 

Wesleyan. Well, darlings, so you've been playing on the 
lawn? 

" Yes, papa said we might" 

Bishop. And what's your name? 

Mary. Willy keeps rabbits ; he often brings them out, 
and allows us to go and see them. 

Baptist. So William, you keep rabbits ? 

William, Yes; we should like to show you: come 
and see my garden ; Alice's is largest, but I've a beauti- 
ful currant-tree, and a rose and sweetbriar. 

Altogether. Oh, how glad we are you're come. 

Baptisty Bishopy and Wesleyan together. Well, we'll take 
some fruit And now, can you treat us with a little poetry ? 
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" Oh yes ; Willy can, and so can Mary.*' 
A Voice. "And Alice, too." [These lovely children are 
neither rudely forward or unpleasantly backward. They 
do not look peevish and dy, nor are they afraid to open 
their mouths ; neither do they require much persuasion, 
but no sooner do they know that it is really the wish of 
papa's company, than one of them thus begins {My 
Father* 8 Impromptu,) 

How vast ! How plentiful the stores of wisdom ! 

Infinite the source ! — ^the depth — 

The height, the width ! — interminable length ! — 

Lackest thou ? — ^Ask — ask again ! — 

Take EUm who promises at His word ; 

A gracions word — spoke by the lip of truth ! 

Nor will He fail — ^liberally, abimdantly, 

Exuberantly, — to shower the golden treasure ; 

Upbraiding not ! Nor any good will He withhold 

From him who walketh — ^not as he listeth ; 

But as constraining love directs ! 

Thus steer thy bark ! 
The haven thou wilt gain ! the helm 
Directed by this guide infallible ! 
Thy standard this ; nor retrograde a tittle. 
Glorious thy exit ! — thy works shall follow thee ! 
More richly studded than with diamonds be thy crown ! 
Thou great I Am— give this.] 

The Company. Those are beautiftd sentiments, truly. 

Bishop. "Wisdom divine;" who tells the price of 
wisdom's costly merchandise ? Ah, dear children, rest 
assured — 

" *Ti8 Religion that can give 
Sweetest pleasures whilst we live ; 
'Tis Religion must supply 
Solid comforts when we die. 
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After death its joys will be 
Lasting to eternity. 
Be the living God your friend, 
Then your joys will never end !" 

Another Child. And shall I say another of papa's, 
written for strangers in the street and omnibuses : — 

ART THOU HAPPY? 

dost thou know, 

True happiness within to flow ? 
And joy surpassing all below? 

And love and peace from heaven ? 
Tis, doubtless, here the Christian's lot, 
His privilege, if duly sought, 
A change to witness in him wrought. 

And KNOW his sins forgiven. 
By whom is this great work to come ? 
By Jesus and His grace alone ? 
He can thine evils all dethrone ; 

Never rest without it. 
Open thine heart and to Him flee; 
His mighty power thou now shalt see. 
Power over sin and victory — 

Never dare to doubt it! 
My Lord, I come. — Thy word is true. 
I yield my heart ; — Oh make it new. 
My spirit cleanse : My soul renew: 

Establish in Thy love. 
Thus fit me for Thy work below : 
Let the whole world both hear and know, 
True happiness Thou dost bestow, 

Then take Thy child above. 

[And as time advances, there is necessarily a reluctant 
parting with the little ones, whose heads are crowned 
with wishes of the choicest and the richest blessings,] 

Reformer. And now shall we go on, my friends? I 
have much to show you yet 
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Wealeyaru Poetry does truly excite heart-stirring ardour; 
but, of all poetry, that which has religion for its topic, 
has the most enthusiastic and soul-moving influence I 

Bishop. You're right, brother. Every thing that is 
short of religion is short of vivacity and life. Social life, 
without religion, is but a gloomy, abject journey. Phi- 
losophy is weak and crippled. 

Baptist. Yes ; 'tis religion enhances every enjoyment, 
and adds grace and charm to every pleasing act : — 

" Keligion never was designed 
To make our pleasures less ; 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
And all her paths are peace/* 

Bishop. Yes, the elements of enjoyment (and there 
are very many of these, though evanescent) are never 
fully tasted but by religious persons. 

Weslet/an. Hey, what do I see there on the lawn. That's 
a handsome peacock I 

Baptist. And now the tail coverts are spread out at 
their full. These loose barbs of feathers terminate by 
numerous eyes or circlets, which produce this circle, or 
wheel-shaped form. 

Bishop. What a metallic iridescent brilliancy it presents! 

Wesley. Yes; the reason why it assumes just now 
such dazzling splendour, which sets all description at 
defiance, is because the sun is directly shining upon it 

Reformer. By a strong muscular vibration these birdscan 
make the shafts of their long feathers clatter like swords. 
Robert Heron says that peacocks differ as much as 
human beings in temper ; and Aristotle goes so far as to 
say, when speaking of some proud people, '* That they 
are jealous and vain like the peacock." But this is a 
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fine fellow. When he's pleased, at all events, like most 
people, he's good tempered — ^a most reb'gious and gracious 
peacock ! 

[As these last words are spoken, Wesleyan's eye must 
be supposed suddenly to catch the Bishop's ; but, by 
biting the lips and some ^* turning off," the risible muscles 
of each face are kept down. Passing on, a beautiful New- 
foundland dog presents himself, wagging his taiL 
" Carlo, Carlo ! " — the company patting him — *^ poor 
fellow"]. 

Reformer. This noble old fellow will fetch my garden bat 
at a very considerable distance. He will tell us when we 
are wanted, and afford great amusement for the children. 
A most religious and gracious dog ! {Ani now mine 
host and his interesting company are supposed to come to a 
luxuriant pasturage^ where some cows are seen grazing of 
good breed). 

The Company. Why, your cows are in good trim. 
Reformer. I need scarcely tell ye what breed that 
large fine one is of. Herefordshire is generally larger 
and finer than even Devon or Sussex, and her horns are 
pretty. Yes ; but although she's so white and pretty, 
she's not so good for milk. That Devon there, with 
that fine head and horn, is more profitable for the dairy, 
and her rich-coloured hide makes her look all the finer. 
A most religious and gracious old lady. 

[Here it would seem almost impossible for our respec- 
table guests to keep any sort of sober faces. Effort, how- 
ever, is supposed to be made ; and what with moving 
about, turning round, and being disposed to think 
charitably of mine host, as to its being only a weakness 
to impute to the pavonide, the canine, and the vaccine 
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races, religion and grace. The margin of propriety 
appeared, however, to be utterly overstepped, and all 
possibility of decorum destroyed, as the description of 
the excellencies of a fine young horse were ended.) 

Reformer. There, that's uncle Tom; a kinder- tempered 
fellow couldn't be. None of your dogged, sullen-tempered, 
I can tell ye. He knows or seems to know beforehand 
what we want. A most religious and gracious horse. 

Bishop {being spokesman for the rest). But, my dear 
gentleman, we all acknowledge the splendour and rarity 
of these beautifiil animals, but, pardon us, what has re- 
ligion and grace to do with them ? 

Reformer {Standing up stiffly, and looking keen and 
piercing thoughts into the eyes of Bishop and Wesley ; 
even nowy however j not vnth unchristian asperity, or with 
fierce and fiery crabbedness, but with a deep^ unyielding y 
and bitterly sorrowful emphasis in expression^ which evinced 
unmistakeably a sorely-exerdsed soul). Ah, dear Christian 
brothers, you see now that what I said ironically about 
these animals could not be true ; you knew better, and 
you knew that 1 knew better. God, the Omniscient, 
Omnipresent Lord God, who formed the eye and planted 
the ear, sees your hearts, and pierces into the utmost 
recesses of the hearts of those himdreds of bishops, 
priests, clergymen, and ministers, and hears your and 
their follower's and fellow-worshipper's falsehoods, which 
you have expressed, and do pronounce to Him in pro- 
fessed solemn prayer, when you speak to Him the words 
prepared for your grossly thoughtless tongues, in the 
prayer of the Church of England for the High Court of 
Parliament, when you say, " Our most religious Queen, 
at this time assem " 
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Bishop and Wesleyan (together). She is — she is a most 
gracious, excellent Queen. 

Reformer (In the very highest pitch and loudest voice, 
which reverberated around the extensive parterre). She is — 
she is an excellent person I No man on earth shall 
louder tell of her excellencies and her virtues ; and if 
any monarch that ever sat upon the throne of this king- 
dom could be called " most religious," in all probability 
our present excellent and beloved Queen would have the 
precedence. (Even then, to say it in prayer, is a 
solemn act) But to tell the Infinite, All-seeing Jehovah 
in prayer (intended to be solemn), that whoever comes 
upon the English throne, however careless and dissipated 
his public or private life may be, whether he be a"llenry 
VIII., or a George IV., or any other, however impious 
and bad living* — I say, to tell the Omniscient Supreme^ 
in prayer, that a person is loving and reverencing to 
Him, and obedient, strict, and conscientious to His pre- 
cepts (for religious means this), when we are quite 
certain that he is not so, is a gross imposture, a mockery, 
a snare, and a humbug ! (Here Reformer's Baptist guest 
is supposed quietly to glide round towards Reformer's ear^ 
whispering unobserved, " Brother, mind your own spirit*^) 

Wesleyan. Thus saying, you reproach us, too, very un- 
justly, for we have long had a prayer-book provided ex- 
pressly for us, entitled " Sunday Service of the Methodists," 
in which that prayer you have referred to is omitted. 

Reformer. I know you have. I am acquainted with 

the book. It was printed in 1834,t no doubt either b}' 

direction of, or in concert with, that bright star of reform 

* Of James II. it might well be said, ** God hath set np over this 

kingdom tJie basest of men,*' — Adam Clarke on Daniel iv. 17. 

t Sold at 66, Paternoster Row. 
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and Gospel truth (I rejoice in his memory), John Wesley. 
And not only does this book exclude this, but also those 
improper words in the Marriage Ceremony, " With this 
body I thee worship, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ;" and also the words in 
the Order for Burial of the Dead, directed to be used, 
however wickedly deceased may have lived and hope- 
lessly died, namely, ^* In sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection to eternal life f as also in the Baptismal 
Service, ** Seeing this child is regenerate:*' and other 
poperies, mummeries, and profanities, which the religious 
portion of the Church of England are imploring to have 
removed from the Prayer Book, as John Wesley has 
done. I have the paper in my pocket, and will read to 
you a specimen : — 

" The Revision of the Prater Book. — At 
a meeting of the laity friends of the Church 
of England, held in Hope Hall, Hope-street, 
. Liverpool, on Tuesday night, the following 
petition to the Queen, praying for a revision of 
the. Book of Common rrayer, was unanimously 
adopted : — * May it please your Majesty — 
Your memorialists, being devoutlv attached to 
the Church of England, and to the principles 
of the Reformation, view with the deepest 
concern and alarm the various attempts recently 
made to introduce into the National Church of 
England, Romish doctrines and practices, es- 
pecially those of baptismal regeneration, auri- 
cular confession, and priestly absolution. 
Being anxious that the principles upon which 
your throne is established should be perpetuated, 
and that the pure Gospel of Christ, for which 
many of our reformers were martyred, should 
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be handed down to future generations unim- 
paired, your memorialists humbly and earnestly 
implore your Majesty, to cause such revision of 
our Prayer Book to be immediately made» as 
will destroy for ever the least shadow of a basis, 
for the afore-mentioned doctrines and practices. 
And your memorialists for your present and 
future welfare will ever pray.' " 
Thou seest then, friend Wesleyan, thee and thy friends 
have, if you please, a less impure medium of public 
worship; and yet you will not use it ; and when any come 
amongst you (at least you Methodists in London, not 
in Yorkshire and several other places, where they will 
not have the unrevised Prayer Book), this is the way you 
serve them : you put the less pure Church Prayer Book, 
containing these superlatives, which cannot be sustained, 
or absolute untruths (you don't care) into their mouths, 
and tell them to unite with you in addressing them in 
prayer to the God of heaven and earth 1 You break in 
pieces His people, and aflBict His heritage. (^Here servant" 
man is supposed to be waiting to announce a call from a 
Minister of the Congregational Union, and a Minister of 
the Scotch Presbyterian Church, who, not vnshing to inter- 
rupt the conversation, hold back within hearing distance.) 

Reformer continues. Nor are you, any one of you, more 
happy in any stand you make against war. Far ad- 
vanced as we are in the nineteenth century since the 
advent of the glorious Prince of Peace, you know well 
that at this time the whole of Europe is bristling with 
the bayonets, and sparkling with the cannon of those 
who threaten it The peace of the world still hangs as 
on a thread. It is not established on any sure basis. It 
is fixed on no Christian principle. Think you that it 
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would have been thus, dear Christian brothers, if a tithe 
of the professed followers of the King of Peace had 
attended to His instructions? Where is the power, 
where is the genuine spirit of obedience to His com- 
mands ? A provision has long been made to redress the 
grievances of privatia individuals. Once, you know, it 
was not so. Each individual took vengeance in his own 
hands, as nations do now. The trial by battle, you 
know, was the only decision in England in civil cases, 
upon issue joined in a writ of right, before the reign of 
Henry II. During the first eighteen years of the reign 
of Henry IV., of France, it is declared that no less than* 
four thousand persons perished hy duelling. Here then 
was a barbarous, brutal relation prevailing between in- 
dividuals. Yes, you know it, and it was sanctioned by 
Church and State, just as the custom of war is now 
sanctioned by Church and State* 

How has so happy a change been brought about? 
True, the Most High has employed men to do it ; but 
these men were faithful Doubtless it was thought a 
singular thing, as it was first proposed to the people, that 
TRIAL BY JURY should Supersede trial by battle, especially 
as it had existed for five centuries. How fiitile the pro- 
posed change must have appeared at first How mean, 
how contemptible, how worthy of ridicule and ribaldry, 
the Christian philanthropists who proposed it ! but they 
had faith, they had firmness, they had perseverance ; 
above all, they had confidence in Jehovah's aid, and with 
His blessing on combined human endeavours, this great 
and glorious revolution in society was accomplished ! 

There is no excuse whatever for resorting to the duel 
of nations now, any more than there was for individuals 

a 
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then to appeal to the trial by single combat^ and you 
know it; and you know that Christian ministers and 
clergymen, by uniting the two — ^the Bible and the sword 
— thus making religion apparently sanction war, have 
greatly upheld it. 

Voices of several together^ Brother, brother, you are 
going too far ; how can we possibly deter the world from 
waging war? 

Reformer (in a vehement loud voice). Yes, I say you ; 
you Christian professors are the persons who chiefly up- 
hold that atrocious system of folly and crime — this " hell 
on earth," as warriors themselves call war. You — ^you 
might have " come up " long ago " to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty." You might have come for- 
ward and strengthened the hands of those Christian 
people, who have stood up firmly and undauntingly 
against it — the Quakers, as they have been so reproach- 
fully named; a name, however, which I crave that 
you and I may be worthy of, for what can be a greater 
lionour than to be brought, by Divine influence, to a state 
of fearing and quaking before the Mighty Majesty of ' 
Heaven ? You — ^you are the men to whom the word re- 
proachfully belongs, if you quake and tremble before 
men in authority, when they tell you to bless war's flags 
and symbols, to invoke the Deity for its success, and to 
pour out your thanksgivings for victory ! whilst you 
know, as clearly and plainly as that two and two make 
four, that the principles of religion and morality stand 
out broadly in condemnation of war, and that though 
the highest human authority may sanction, it cannot 
establish the justice of crime I 

A Voice from some of the Company. Of what use 
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would it have been for a convocation of Christians to 
have borne testimony against it ? 

Reformer. Oh I my Christian brothers, I'm ashamed 
to be so speaking to you. So, because this direful sys- 
tem of blood and crime, comparable to the terrible rivers 
said, by profane history, to flow from Pluto's throne — 
Styx, Acheron, Phlegethon, and Cocytus, with their cur- 
rents of flame and lamenting waters — ^has grown hoary 
in its wickedness, battening for centuries upon almost 
everything calculated to dignify the nature of man, 
and to raise him in the scale of moral and intellectual 
greatness, we are absolutely to despair after all, are 
we? 

Voices. It will be brought about in the Lord's own 
time, brother. 

Reformer (in a v^Ty loudy stiffs vehem^ent^ earnest voice). 
The Lord's own time is now, dear, dear brothers. Where 
is your faith ? Where is your trust ? You say you trust 
God with your souls. You, every one of you, preach to 
the people to confide in Him their spiritual interests — 
will you not trust your bodies ? Where is your faith ? 
" The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear Him, aiid delivereth them." Hear what that 
Christian man, C. BL Spurgeon, is said to have told his 
hearers the other day, and we know it to be true. He 
said (I think he was preaching on " trusting in God";, 
" History tells us that when Copenhagen was destroyed 
in war by the hostile foe, all the houses in a certain 
district were razed to the ground, excepting oiily one 
white house. How was this ? It contained a praying 
Quaker I All I can tell you," C. H. Spurgeon continued, 
** is, there it is; history assures us of the fact I *' 

a 2 
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Am I speaking to men who read with opaque glasses' 
before their eyes, when they read and study the won- 
derful histories of Moses and the childi-en of Israel, 
who went dry-shod over the Red Sea? Of Noah, who 
prepared a huge vessel, amidst unbelieving and gain- 
saying men, in obedience to God? Of Gideon and 
Samson, and David and Samuel? Of Rabshakeh's 
blasphemy too, who reproached and defied the living 
God, and Hezekiah and his people, for his master Sen- 
nacherib? and " Hezekiah prayed, and was delivered, m 
answer to prayer y out of his hands.*' 2 Kings xviiL 1 9. 
Of the King of Syria also, who surrounded the city of 
Dothan (where Elisha, Israel's prophet was) with horses, 
chariots, and a great host ? How frightfiil ; how dread- 
ful ! Here was a real invasion and investment of a 
whole city and people by a merciless foe ; but that city 
contained a praying man of God, and when his servant 
cried out on observing the host, Elisha prayed, " Lord, 
open his eyes." Then this young man saw that the 
mountain was foil of horses and chariots of fire round 
about Elisha, who was delivered out of the hands of the 
King of Syria. 

A Voice. Yes, but miracles have now ceased. 

Reformer. Oh ! my dear Christian brethren, sorry I 
am indeed, that such an unbelieving word could have 
come from any one of you. No, my brothers, miracles 
have not ceased. Have I not just related to you a mi- 
racle in the case of the praying man of Grod at Copen- 
hagen ? And if you will but take the trouble to glance 
at the history of a Society of His humble, waiting, be- 
lieving children, in the Rebellion in Ireland, of 1798,* 
* Hancock's History of Friends in Ireland. 
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jott will there see that that people experienced many 
deliverances of so wonderful a nature, that they can only 
be regarded as miracles. 

Voices. Are we, then, to disband our armies and lay 
aside our fleets ? 

Reformer. That's a question for the world to doubt, 
not for Christians, As you say " we," ** our armies," 
** our navies," you evidently claim an interest, a tntst in 
them. Is not this a very inconsistent inquiry, coming 
from men who profess to be followers of .Him who said, 
" If my kingdom were of this world, then would my 
servants fight ; but my kingdom is not from hence." 
(John xviii. 36.) What is right for a nation is right for 
individuals. Why don't you carry pistols in your 
pockets, on the same principle as you advise nations to 
keep a good stock all ready ? 

Voices. Ah, but the one bears no analogy to the other, 
because we have the Government, we have the Police, 
we have a security and a confidence that our persons 
will be preserved by the Government. 

JReformer. Brothers, I blush to hear such remarks 
spring from you. Am I or am I not speaking to men 
who believe in the police of heaven — the angels of 
Jehovah ? Do you or don't you believe that " it is better 
to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in men ; it is 
better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in 
princes ?" I know that you profess to believe it, but now 
that you are put to the test you waver. Do you not 
believe in His Almighty government? Rest assured 
we have greater security there than in any human 
power. 

Voice from Bishop (who must be supposed to be suffering 
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from deep inward emodon, and who had partly hid his 
face in his white handkerchief). Yes, you're right, you're 
right, brother — ^go on, go on. 

Voicesfrom Congregationalistand Scotch Clergyman. My 
friend, you are too theoretical — ^you are too personal* 
These things are not practical, and what is not practical 
cannot be required of us as a duty. 

[Now a word or two about the interesting group with 
which Reformer is supposed to be surrounded — all of 
whom, more or less, are tempted at first with some 
feeling of impatience, and gladly would they — and so 
they would have done, had they only consulted their 
natural feelings— have cut this discussion short by 
taking a precipitate flight ; but no, that could not be ; 
they are sincere men. They are Christians, too ; aye> 
and working, zealous Christians. Their religious pro- 
fession has been censured. It would be most unworthy, 
cowardly, and dishonourable to abandon it No ; they 
must stand the fire — for fire it is, especially as the stem 
reproaches seem to gather a little strength from the 
semi-assents that seem occasionally to spring from one 
or the other. This is particularly observable in that esti- 
mable man, the Bishop, who is, indeed, a model bishop 
— a man of an excellent spirit — in a word, a Christian. 
Nor is the Wesleyan a whit behind him in most respects, 
making allowance for diflference of temperament If the 
Bishop is a John, then the Wesleyan is a portion of Peter 
and John combined. Neither can it be said that both 
Presbyter and Independent do not evince that they are 
of the same kingly, heaven-bom family of the " Lamb 
that was slain." Moreover, they are honourable men — 
men that will sift matters to the bottom ; as the seeker 
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after " the pearl of great price " sought till he found, so 
they seek for the truth. Honourable, I say. Would 
that there were multitudes more of such noble-minded, 
magnanimous, generous-hearted Christian professors, 
who, when the profession of their great Master's truth is 
censured, would come and search it outy as they ought to 
do, black or white^ Honourable, I say. None of your 
half-and-half, but downright followers of their immediate 
connexion, one of whom wrote " Life in Earnest " (pur- 
chase it, reader ; it will prove a cheap shilling's worth) ; 
hence their remark, ** These things are not practical." 
They see that Reformer is oh his mettle, and they will 
elicit truth by an apparent challenge. As for the 
esteemed Baptist guest, he is a man of prayer, and would 
seem to be carrying out the suggestions he had so kindly 
made in Reformer's ear, ** Brother, mind your own 
spirit" Thoughts for his blessed Master's truth appear 
to ruminate in his active and devoted soul, such as this, 
*^ Whether or no this is a holy man or not, this I know 
— that the truth for which he pleads is an inestimable 
verity, a valuable truth of the Most High. May His 
kingdom come; His blessed will be done." Ah, 
Christian brethren, how much, how very much do we 
all owe to the Divine benediction, on the instrumentality 
of a brother's or a sister's prayers, eternity alone will 
divulge ! What if we venture to premise, that it often has 
been greatly in answer to the importunities of such as 
this dedicated and excellent man, that the hands 
of Christians have been held up, that they have been 
preserved from a wild, enthusiastic spirit, and that 
the presence of the One Supreme has been granted to 
c^uch a company as this small phalanx of energetic and 
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warm-hearted servants of the Redeemer of men is sap- 
posed to be. Nor must it be considered that the partner 
and sharer of Reformer's earthly griefs and joys is an 
indifferent looker-on. She is supposed to be seen half- 
behind a thriving, weeping willow, just within hearing 
distance, with a countenance depicting earnest solicitude 
for the truth, the blessed truth of her great Master, 
" Peace on earth, good will to men."] " It is not prac- 
tical," reverberate, again, the Congregationalist and the 
respected Scotch minister. 

Reformer. No, of course it is not practical to men 
who have no faith. I thought you had a little, brothers. 
I hope I have not thought too well of you, when I have 
shown you the manner in which it has been practically 
carried out in several instances. 

Cong. Minister. These were peculiar cases. 

Reformer. They were peculiar cases, inasmuch as 
that they were encompassed about with murderers and 
lawless and designing hordes of mischievous marauders, 
and savage zealots, and may, doubtless, be said to have 
been sustained between two fires — that of the Protestant 
and Roman Catholic parties. 

Voices. They had the Government on their side, who 
protected them and fought for them. 

Reformer. Brothers, forgive me this wrong, when I 
flatly contradict you ; it really was not so. Read it, and 
you will see that, so far from this, the servants of the 
Government, as well as the opposite party, the insur- 
gents, each in their turn, strange to say, claimed protec- 
tion from them, the Friends. It would really almost 
seem as though it was a small fulfilment of that re- 
markable text in Isaiah Ix. 14^ ^^ The sons also of them 
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that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee ; and all 
they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at 
the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee. The city 
of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel;" for 
some of both parties occasionally entreated secrecy and 
shelter from the fierce rage of the other. Besides, what 
earthly Government could have preserved them in the re- 
markable manner in which they were preserved ? Although 
they were m the midst of two fires, they could not be 
made to neglect their meetings for Divine worship ; and 
yet not a single faithful one was hurt I 

Voice. Yes, tiiere was one killed. 

Reformer. That's true ; but as it was not before he 
had denied his own principles and fled to men for pro- 
tection, it cannot, in justice, be accounted an exception. 
And remember, as Dr. Hancock remarks, " There are 
some cases in which an exception confirms the law, and 
.we are much mistaken if, in this particular instance, the 
very exception will not be found to establish the prin- 
ciple, so far from weakening its practical force." 

That an exception should thus be made of one young 
man in the accidents or allotments of a Society composed 
of some thousands is, in itself, a remarkable occurrence, 
and every one must be curioas to know under what cir- 
cumstances the death of this individual took place. 

This young man, apprehending that he could find no 
protection but in an outward means of defence, put on a 
military uniform and associated with armed men. He 
told his connexions that they would all be murdered if 
they remained in such a defenceless state, and firing out 
of a window upon the insurgents, the door was forced 
open. In terror of his life^ he sought to conceal himself 



90 WAR AN UNJUST ABBITER, ETC). 

in an upper chamber, where he was soon discovered attd 
put to death.' Thus, the very means he took for his 
preservation, proved his ruin. The dress and arms in 
which he was accoutred were his greatest enemies. They 
spoke the language of hostility, and invited it On the 
other hand, the relatives he abandoned were saved* 
Their peaceable principles were to them as a tower and 
a shield ; and their solitary home, though unfurnished 
with outward defences, proved, in the end, a place of 
safety, 

Thus it has been permitted to happen, you very well 
know, my Christian brothers, with nations as with indi- 
viduals. How often has the world's arbiter, the sword 
and the gun, failed to secure justice? This is the custom 
that has been weighed in the balances of the world's 
experience, and has been found wanting ; and it is high 
time that another and a surer plan should be employed 
to secure the peace of the world, by the establishment of 
courts of adjudicature amongst nations, just as there are 
now for individuals, and codes of laws suitable thereto. 

Voices. It has been tried, and has failed, brother. 

Reformer. Never has it been fairly tried on Christian 
grounds except once, and that was in the case of 
William Penn, the governor of Pennsylvania ; and that 
entirely succeeded, you so well know, that I need no 
more advert to it 

Voices. What, then, was the project of St Pierre ? 

Reformer. The scheme prepared by St Pierre was 
excellent of its kind. It was nothing short of an 
European Diet — a sort of Parliament of Europe ; and had 
it been based strictly on Christian principles, without any 
admixture of war policy — had it consisted of a combina* 
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tion of qualified and willing Christian men to sustain it, 
and a code of laws formed on the same sure ground of 
Christian ethics, it might have proved itself a great step 
in advance : but it was not so, and* no permanent effort 
of the kind has ever yet been established. 

Voices. But there have been several attempts. 

Reformer. Never yet has an earnest and properly 
designed system of the kind been formed. There have 
been some semblances of the kind, and Congresses not a 
few; but they have had for their aim only partial objects, 
and they have generally ended in a mere treaty. The 
Congress of Munster and Osnabruck was one of this 
nature, which resulted and closed by the treaty of 
Westphalia. That was in 1664. Between that period 
and 1814 there have been thirty-two Conferences or 
Congresses, pro tempore. Their results appear always to 
have been conciliatory which have ended in treaties ; but, 
in one respect, they have probably done harm, inasmuch 
as their partial results have made the work appear 
more formidably difficult than it really is. Still, it is a 
work of enormous magnitude ; and the Christian family 
have here a work put before them which is well worthy 
of their very utmost energies, because, probably, nothing 
that has ever been brought about since the advent of our 
Lord himself, can ever have so much tended to promote 
the evangelisation of the whole world as this will do. 

My brethren, before we were favoured with your 
company, my Christian friend. Baptist, and myself had 
entered into a compact, that if, in the demonstration of 
truth, some strong expressions should be needful, we 
would not be offended. Let me ask you now, plainly 
— Is it not the inward conviction of your hearts, that if, 
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for the furtherance of these objects^ it could be made to 
be the immediate individual temporal interests of the 
numerous officials and others, who derive enxolument 
from war and its results^ like the opium traffic^ the 
drinking traffic, and other impure sources of gain ; if, to 
speak more explicitly, you and I had the control of the 
rich gold mines of Australia and California, and could 
afford to offer to the multitudinous officials and others 
who derive their gain from war and its consequences, a 
graduated pecuniary reward in favour of the promptness 
with which a Congress and a Court of Nations should be 
established, and the peace of Europe so based thereby 
on Christian principle as to render it impossible for a 
French Emperor, a Russian Czar, an Austrian monarch, 
or any despot, effectually to hinder it, that it would be 
achieved in less than fifty years? 

Bishop {with an exerted voice). Yes, yes; he's right, 
he's right ; there's no question of it. It would be done 
in less than ten years. 

Reformer. Say twenty years, that would probably be 
nearer the mark. But whether ten, twenty, or fifty, 
isn't this enough to show that the peace of Europe is 
chiefly frustrated by interested officials^ and persons who 
derive emolument from the resources of war ? And if 
so, ought not professing Christian men to be the very 
first *^ to shake their hands from holding of bribes, and 
to despise the gain of oppiessions." Isaiah xxxiii. 15. 
Listen for a moment (as I read from a newspaper) to the 
awful results of this late Russian war, from which we 
have just emerged: — 

** It has, from first to last, cost us, in direct 
money, £100,000,000 ; besides which, it has 
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cost, in the increased price we have had to pay 
for our food during the three years that it lasted, 
£78,000,000 more. In addition^ to all which, 
there is another large item, which cannot be 
stated in figures, representuig the loss sustained 
by the nation through the paralysis of indus- 
try, the depression of trade, the destruction of 
floating capital, the diminution of exports, and 
the depreciation of all public securities occa- 
sioned by the war. The loss in human life to 
all the nations implicated in the war could not 
haye been less than 750,000 men ; a number, 
larger ty 50,000, than if the whole male popula- 
tion of London, from twenty years old and up- 
wards, had been destroyed. Add to this, the ap- 
palling amount of suffering and misery of every 
kind, physical, mental, and moral, which it has 
inflicted upon the human race. It has cost us, 
moreover, very dearly in the deteriorating 
effects it produced upon the moral and religious 
character of the nations involved in it. And, 
finally, it has exercised a most injurious effect 
upon our foreign relations: it involved us 
in a dispute with America, which brought us to 
the verge of an open quarrel ; it was closely 
connected with the war in Persia, and the war 
in China ; and especially it is clear, from some 
despatches of Lord Dalhousie, that it had 
probably no little to do with producing that 
fearful insurrection in India, which has filled 
the whole civilized world with such consterna- 
tion and horror. Such having been the cost of 
the war, what have we to set against all this? 
What has been gained by the war for the 
cause of freedom, civilization*, or humanity? 
Have these generous hopes been realised? On 
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the contrary, the cause of liberty in every 
country of Europe has been placed in a far 
worse condition by the war, both because it 
has consolidated the power of the great con- 
tinental despotisms, and has added immensely 
to the strength and prestige of the military 
establishments, which were the ready instru- 
ments of tyranny, and the most deadly enemies 
of freedom. Contrast the victories that have 
been gained by industry, commerce, civiliza- 
tion, intelligence, education, the useful arts, 
and Christianity, during the forty years of 
peace that we had enjoyed, with the bloody 
and barren victories of Alma, Inkermann, 
and Balaklava. * Peace hath her victories 
far more renowned than war.' " 

Reformer continues. I can assure you, my Christian 
brethren, that the treatises which have been written 
on the subject of a Congress and Court of Nations 
are extremely clear, showing how international disputes 
can be adjusted, and universal peace secured, without 
resort to arms. Perhaps the most concise is that 
of William Ladd, of Boston; but for superiority of 
style, and richness of matter, both historical and original, 
you should read the volume of prize essays, published 
by the American Peace Society, to be obtained at the 
London Peace Depdt. Doubtless, my brothers, you all 
of you believe in the fulfilment of prophecy. I mean, 
especially, that of Isaiah ii. 4, and Micah iv. 3 : — ** And 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks ; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.** 
Voices. Yes, yes, yes, of course we do. 
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Reformer. By whom shall Jacob arise? By whose 
instrumentality shall this glorious consummation be 
brought about? If it is human^ by whom is it to be — 
by wicked men ? 

Voices, Certainly not; that's impossible. 

Reformer. Shall it be by merely scientific men ? 

Voices. No, they have no heart to it. 

Reformer. If it is to be effected by the exhibition of 
Christian graces, who, then, are to commence the great 
work, and by practical example show the non-resisting 
spirit of Christianity? 

Voices. Of course. Christians — no others can. 

Reformer. The context of the former quoted passage, 
in chap. ii. of Isaiah, tells us, ** Out of Zion shall go 
forth the law," Yes, it must commence with the Church 
— God's people. On you, my beloved friends, the sincere 
professors, I trust, of the religion of Jesus, it undoubt- 
edly rests to bring about the same glorious revolution 
with regard to the duelling of nations, that has been so 
successfully and effectually secured with individuals. 
And what can possibly be a greater honour ? Does not 
the very idea fire your souls with a holy enthusiasm and 
ecstacy, little short of glory ? Stop there, brothers ! 
What did I say? Ecstacy! Glory 1 No, that is not 
yours yet A great, a very great work remains yet to 
be done, and therefore, '^ Let not him that girdeth on his 
harness boast himself as he that putteth it off." (1 Kings 
XX. 11.) But you may have it It is a crown you cer** 
tainly may, and shall win, if you sincerely aspire after 
it; but you must make Iiaste about it, or others will take 
the hint and be before you. Dash on, my brothers ; dash 
on, if ye will be faithful soldiers of the cross ! Is there 



96 WOBK VEKSUS HERO — PIMP. 

not a cause, and that, too, one that will certainly triumpli ? 
Be first then in the field, lest other discerning men, who 
read more clearly the signs of the times, steal a march 
on your more dilatory movements. 

Voices. What can we do, brother, to promote it, for 
we are all men of peace, and ready to work ? 

Reformer. First of all, brothers, clear the way — 
" Cease to do evil before you can learn to do well." 

Voices. What evil do we do ? 

Reformer. YoM injure the poor warrior, by making 
him more satisfied than ever with his profession, of which 
a veteran British general, in a moment of truthful re- 
morse, prompted by one of his bloodiest fields, exclaimed, 

'^ Ours is a (an epithet he used which is too bad 

to be spoken here) profession ;" of which a Napoleon de- 
clared it a "trade of barbarians;" and a speechless, 
dying American officer, "a hell I" A profession, of 
which you know, as well as they do, my Christian 
brothers, and better too, that these awful words are not 
too strong, for you know that the business of war cannot 
be other than a detestable profession, a trade of bar^ 
barians, and that war itself is certainly hell on earth. 
And consider it well ; do not forget ; let the idea sink 
deeply into your souls, animating you to constant en- 
deavours, for on you it devolves greatly to turn the scale. 
You, many of you, are men of might, men of eloquence, 
and giant spirits and talents of magnitude and power 
God has entrusted you with, for which you will be an- 
swerable to Him. I say, let the thought stimulate yon 
to incessant energy and vigour in remembering that tliis 
^' detestable profession," this " trade of barbarians," this 
Pandemonium on earth, is part of the war system, which 
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is still sanctioned by international law ; that war 
itself is hell — ^recognised, legalised, established, organized 
by common consent ; and that it still, as ever, remains to 
be the reproachful banter in th^ mouth of the unbeliev- 
ing Jew, who exclaims, " Ah ! when the Messiah comes. 
He is pre-eminently to be the Prince of Peace ; but for 
the eighteen centuries since He is said to have come, there 
have been little else than wars." I tell you, then, my 
Christian brothers, if you cannot do the warrior any 
good, cease to do him harm, by eulogising him in his 
horrible profession of blood and crime. If you will 
praise him, praise him in so far as he departs from it, 
denies it, and yields his heart and interests to the higher 
claims of Christianity, benevolence, and mercy. And 
let me tell you that 

Voice. My friend, you are too uncharitable ; you are 
too censorious, too exclusive ; you are a century beyond 
us ; your words are hard, we cannot hear them. Why, 
there's our brother, the Scotch minister, has a brother a 
colonel in the Scots Greys, and another in the Fusilier 
Guards. There's our brother the Bishop, too, has a son 
in the 6th Highlanders, a nephew in the Horse Guards, 
and an uncle in the ** Thunderer," 98 guns; and as for 
me, several of my immediate relatives are in the army 
and navy. Would you have us turn our backs upon all 
these, many of whom are men of the highest stamp, and 
some as eminent Christians as ever walked the earth ? 

Reformer, My friends, I bring not these things before 
you to unjustly reproach, vilify, or contemn you, or any 
of your friends ; or to give you one grain of uneasiness 
more than is absolutely needful to probe the festering 
wound. You, yourselves, are the very first to speak 
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personally^ and to point to particular individuals* I would 
not have done so» My respected Baptist friend and my- 
self had agreed, before you entered, that with names and 
persons we would have notliing to do; our conflict should 
be with principles when opposed, as we belie ved, to the 
truths our battle, with insincerity to our Lord and 
Master wherever we observed it. You assure nie that 
some of these men in the army and navy are Christiaji 
men of the highest order. All I have to say ia, that if 
they are so^ so far from turning your backs upon them, 
they clahn your moat tender j gentle, loving care, and 
prayerinl conceruj for two reasons. First, because they 
are thus placed in a position directly adverse to every 
noble object of Chrbtianityj which renders their travel 
to heaven so very difficult, that if they do arrive 
there, it will be in spite ofj and not in conformity with, 
their profession . And secondly, because it ia through 
your influence and bias, and those of your circle, that 
ever they were placed there, I say, therefore, are you 
kind to your sons and daughters ? You ought to be 
csi>ecial]y so, to Christian men in the army and navy; for, 
reuieraber, they are sons of Zion» and if any need your 
affectionate solicitude, it is such as ^ese, for they are 
there placed, either by themselves or others, in a very 
anomalous position, well calculated to promote their 
apostacifi rather than dieir mictriiy^ as soldiers of the 
cross* But whilst you pour upon the warrior your 
wai*raest sympathies and kindest solicitude, hold your 
tongues rather than lavish on him encomiums and pane- 
gyrics ; or, what is better, fail not to remind hiin that, in 
the clear eye of Christian judgment, vain are the vic- 
tories of his trade, infamous are Its spoils* 
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And here let me premise, my brethren, what unac- 
countable mischief have not the historians, the poets, the 
orators of old Greece and Rome produced^ in sustaining 
the martial spirit of war? What baneful influence have not 
Livy, Thucydides, Homer, and Virgil exercised over the 
youth of the civilised world for many ages ! Hear what 
Jeremy Bentham says, that master of jurisprudence, in 
his " Deontology," I quote from Edwin Paxton Hood's 
** Encyclopeedia of Peace," who is, I think, a Baptist or a 
Congregationalist : — " Of all that is pernicious in admi- 
ration, the admiration of heroes," Jeremy Bentham says, 
** is the most pernicious : and how delusion should have 
made us admire what virtue should have taught us to 
hate and loathe, is among the saddest evidences of human 
weakness and folly. Our schoolmasters, and the im- 
moral books they have put into our hands, have inspired 
us with an affection for heroes, and the hero has become 
the more heroic in proportion to the numbers of the 
slain. Add a cipher, and how little is added to our dis- 
approbation. Four or two figures give us no more 
sentiment of pain than one figure, while they add 
marvellously to the grandeur and splendour of the 
victor. 

" The period will assuredly arrive when better- 
instructed generations will require all the evidence of 
history to credit, that, in times deeming themselves 
enlightened, human beings should have been honoured 
with public approvals, in the very proportion of the 
misery they caused, and the mischiefs they perpetrated. 
They will call upon all the testimony which incredulity 
can require, to persuade them, that, in past ages, men 
there were — men, too, deemed worthy of popular recom- 
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pence — ^who, for some pecuniary retribution, hired them- 
selves out, to do any deeds of pillage, devastation, and 
murder, which might be demanded of them. And still 
more will it shock their sensibilities to learn, that such 
men, such men-destroyers, were marked out as the 
eminent and the illustrious — as worthy of laurels and 
monuments, of eloquence and poetry. In that better 
and happier epoch, the wise and the good will be busied, 
in hurling into oblivion, or dragging forth for exposure 
to universal ignominy and obloquy, many of the heads we 
now deem heroic, while the true fame and the perdurable 
glories will be gathered around the creators and diffusers 
of happiness. 

I will now relate to you, my friends, a circumstance 
which occurred in my own experience during the summer 
months of last year. Having a desire to know some- 
thing of the missionary spirit which some Christian 
societies are so happily imbued with, and which I once 
l)ossessed to a considerable extent, but have '*Iet go" 
since uniting with a Christian body, which I otherwise 
esteem and love, I went to a certain annual meeting of a 
Missionary Society in London, and was not disappointed, 
inasmuch as that sweet evangelical spirit of Christianity 
seemed to vibrate through the soul of part of the 
meeting ; but, alas ! it was only a part — for the rest of the 
time was taken up in eulogizing the hero warriors of the 
day, at which I was so shocked that I felt it to be a dis- 
grace to be present ! No, my brethren, Christians can 
liave nothing to do with tliis ; *' let the potsherds of the 
earth strive with the potsherds of the earth ;" our part is 
to promulgate Christianity by teaching Christian truths, 
and not to compromise its principles by shaking hands 
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with murder, and crowning the hideous heads of its 
heroes with encomiums and glory. 

Away, then, with this deluded maxim of the fallen 
angel, the Prince of Darkness, which rules the spirit of 
this world I Have no fellowship with his unfruitful 
works. No longer be yoked with him, for what fellow- 
ship can righteousness possibly have with unrighteous- 
ness? or light with darkness? or our holy Lord and 
Master with Beelzebub ? Come out from among them, 
my brother Christians, and be ye separate. Never 
again, my friends, speak of the trade of a naval or 
military man with complacency or favour. Whilst you 
pity its willing votaries and slaves, always dress up the 
horrible trade itself in crape, and rusty, tawdry Jack 
Ketch's second best ; for it's not half so respectable a 
turn-out, in fact. Let its feathers be made of the dingy, 
dirty remains of its manufactured widow's weeds ; there 
will be plenty of them. Its drums be muffled, its music 
be unharmonious and grating to the ears, as nearly as 
possible like the shrieks, moans, yells, and curses of its 
disappointed, ruined, despairing victims I 

Next to this, my Christian brothers, remember that 
the sinews of war is money, and the means of supply are 
war loans. Embrace every opportunity you can find of 
frowning on every movement of this nature, and en- 
deavour to make it, as soon as possible, by the prevalence 
of the public sentiment, with legislative enactment, a 
treasonable act to lend money for the purpose of engaging 
in war. 

In the next place, remember that France and Austria 
have now between them upwards of a million of men 
under arms; the German Confederation, including 
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Pnissia, together with Holland, Belgium, Spain, Naplesr^ 
and the other minor States, have armies amounting to 
another million ; the Northern powers will make up a 
third; Great Britain a further quarter of a million. 
These three millions and a quarter of men are not only 
living in idleness, but entailing constant calamities on 
the world by the uneasiness which they inspire. When 
we consider, also, that every spark of freedom is neces- 
sarily crushed out by these enormous masses of force, it 
is difficult to escape the reflection that any change mast 
be for the better. 

Hence, my friends, it is clear that now is the time for 
work on the part of Christians. The nations are ripening 
for a change — they see that the system of war has been 
tried long enough, and there is an earnest call for our 
interference. The establishment of a Congress and Court 
of Nations, and reformed codes of international law, will 
cost not one-hundredth part of the cost of war, and no 
lives, whilst it will ensure redress for injured nations. 

At the present hour the destiny of Europe depends on 
the will of one man, and may be decided by his state of 
mental or bodily health, or by his humour at any given 
moment So must it always be, as long as vast standing 
armies destroy the action of public opinion, and place the 
fate of mankind in the hands of a single potentate or 
courier. Now this state of things could not possibly exist, 
if there were an established order maintained, as pointed 
out by William Ladd and others I have named ; and as 
the men of the world will not and cannot do it, because 
they have no faith, it must at once be set on foot by 
earnest, persevering, faithful Christian men. Strive to 
be instrumental, then, my friends, in raising up an army 
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of PEACE Christians, in contradistinction to professing 
Christians who admit of war. 

Voice. But what shall be done for situations for the 
sons of the aristocracy, if standing armies be no longer 
required? and so highly, too, as these positions are 
estimated at the present time. Why, I am at this time 
acquainted with a young man who has thrown up an 
excellent situation of three hundred a year, in order to 
buy a commission in the army.* 

Reformer. My friends, I*m amazed that such an idea 
could be entertained for a single moment by men who 
profess to be the exponents of the New Testament. I 
had often heard such a sentiment, but never could give 
credence to it, that men could put into competition the 
miseries of the world with their son's temporal advance- 
ment ! I have looked upon it as a taunt uttered by the 
enemies of that class. 

Just hear, for a moment, how much value the world's 
text-book, the T%me% newspaper, sets upon the heads of 
these warriors. I read from second month, February 
24th or 25th, 1859, a leader on the situation of Europe, 
and complaining of the large standing armies: — ** One is 
almost inclined to doubt," the Time9 says, ** whether 
actual war would add to the burdens of Europe. Sup- 
pose two of the great Continental despotisms to meet and 
slay their tens of thousands on each side, and destroy so 
many hundred tons of gunpowder, the calamity to the 
individual sufferers and their families would be greater, 
and the year's expenditure would somewhat increase ; 
but if the results were to lessen the standing armies of both, 

* This case was acknowledged recently by the young man's 
mother. 
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during ijte next twenty ymrs^ the world would certainly be a 
gainer in the end" Here yau see, then^ the riddance 
of tliem is coveted, even* 

You say it is feared that the aristocracy will not 
find places for their sons ; what places do they want ? 
Is this such a place as they want for them ? I 
quote from the account in the Times of second 
month J Febiniary 22nd3 1859^ of the British array cam- 
paign In Oude : — " The hussars cut down the Sowars as 
they were struggling in the whirling stream (the Rap tee 
river) J and charged them in the ford ; the hodies of two 
of whicli were found next day in the river. Each of the 
troopers held a Sowar firmly in his arms, so that it was 
with diflSculty the dead could be separated," Here, then, 
are four men lost, dying in the agonies of revengeful 
murder. I know not whether they were of the aristo- 
cracy or democracyj hut this I know — that each^ both 
Sowar and Eritish, has a precious soul I Is not this a 
strange anomaly ? Is not this like straining at a gnat 
and swallowing a camel ? To tell men to come, eat the 
broken bread, and drink the wine in loving Christian 
fellowship and union> in remembrance of Christ's body, 
broken for Sowar, Hindoo, and British, and then to try to 
reconcile two Englishmen entwined with two heathen 
idolatorS) hurrying off, in the spirit of hell, with all their 
sins on them ! You often illustrate the words of your 
professed Lord and Master, " What shall it profit if a 
man gain the whole world and lose his own soul ?** or 
what shall a man give for his soul? — by reminding your 
hearers that ^^ one soul is woith a world" — and yet 
allow men to suppose that such work as this can be con- 
joined to Christianity, What nonsense I what arrant 
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humbug t light and darkness intermixed I Heaven and 
hell — ^no gulf between — ^but 

'* Saints and sinners, angels and devils, 
Kicking up the dance of death !" 

I charge you, no longer to strive to reconcile the two- 
religion and war ; be consistent^ as was the Duke of 
Wellington, who said, ** Men who have nice notions 
about religion have no business in the army.** 

But then, as regards " not finding employment if there 
be no army and navy," I apprehend there is here a great 
mistake. That there will always be army and navy, 
soldiers and saUors, naval and military men^ to the end 
of time, I cannot doubt The text does not say, nor aiqp 
where in the Bible or Testament does it say, that I am 
aware of, that there shall be no soldiers and sailors^ but 
** they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and learn 
war no more." Nay more^ there are (see 2 Kings, 
already referred to) and there vriU be (see Revelation 
xix. 14) armies in heaven; but the objects of peace 
soldiers and sailors on earth, and their offices, designs, 
and aims, will be altogether revolutionised and completely 
changed, for " they will learn war no more." The sin 
does not consist in the collection of that great number of 
men, the three and a quarter million, but in the abomi- 
nable work they are taught to prepare for and perform. 

Therefore, never fear, ye croakers and brooders, 
as to the employment of men, for it is only war, 
selfishness, covetousness, and laziness that impoverish 
men. When the true spirit of beneficence and goodness, 
philanthropy and love has its true and essential scope 
to the full, I apprehend that, so far &om less, a 
much greater number of men will be required, in 
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order to satisfy the benignant, earnest cravings of mag- 
nanimous and grasping souls that will never rest — ^no, 
never — ^till every nation, kindred, tongue, and people of 
this expansive, terre^tial ball is blessed ; and one of the 
most prominent and first measures to be attained, is the 
peace of the world fixed on the basis of Christian principle ; 
and until this is aimed at in good earnest, and in some 
degree attained, nothing efiectual and of needful magni- 
tude will be accomplished, that can inspire the hope that 
that period has arrived, when the " desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose," and when, '^ instead of the thorn shall 
come up the fir tree, and instead of the briar shall come up 
lithe myrtle tree." When ** the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and 
exalted above the hills, and when all nations shall flow 
imto it, and many people shall go and say. Come ye, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of 
the God of Jacob ; and He will teach us of His ways, and 
we will walk in His paths." And why ? Now mark you, my 
friends, my beloved Christian brothers, mark 

A Voice. Why, just now you were comparing us to 
dissemblers, straining at gnats and swallowing camels, 
and now you say "my beloved Christian brothers." 
" Let love be without dissimulation." 

Reformer. My friends, I believe you to be Christians, 
though, like myself, fallible and erring ones. And I 
think I have good, substantial reason for believing so, 
for unless you had had some claim to that high-bom 
title, you would not have borne the fire. And your 
inward convictions of the heavenly witness, to whose 
blessed influences you have every one of you, dear 
hroihers, measurably opened your hearts, or you would 
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not have stopped to hear me, plainly tell you, that when 
I compared the "joining in holy matrimony," if I may so 
express it, the uniting of Christ's holy religion and war, 
— the administering of the holy sacrament, as it is termed, 
which you know you dare not administer to any but such 
as are living in love and good will with men. (And here let 
me remind you, it will do you no harm to hear the injunc- 
tions and obligations read, under which you are placed 
beforq you administer the bread and wine to communi- 
cants : — " And if any be an open and notorious evil 
liver, or have done any wrong to his neighbours by word 
or deed . . . the curate, having knowledge there- 
of, shall call him and advertise him that, in anywise, he^ 
presume not to come to the Lord's table until he hath 
openly declared himself to have truly repented and 
amended his former naughty life, &c. . . . And 
that he hath recompensed the parties to whom he hath 
done wrong." The same order shall the curate use with 
those betwixt whom he perceiveth malice and hatred 
TO REIGN, &c. " And if one of the parties so at variance 
be content to forgive from the bottom of his heart 
ALL that the other hath trespassed against him, &c., &c" 
(See the order of the Lord's Supper, Church Prayer- 
book.) And this is the injunction said to all who 
receive it, " Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of 
your sins, and are in l©ve and charitt with tour 
NEIGHBOURS, and intend to lead a new life, draw near 
with faith, and take this Holy Sacrament to your 
comfort, &c.") 

I say that you know that the inward witness 
for God in your hearts tells you I am speaking the 
truth, when I say that the trying to reconcile all this 
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kind of thing with murder and revenge is, indeed, 
nothing short of straining at a gnat and swallowing a 
camel ; and yet, notwithstanding all this, my own case 
would be a bad one, if I did not possess a measure of that 
** charity which shall cover a multitude of sins ;" and 
therefore on that ground partly, and partly from the 
sweet and delightful hope and belief, that the scales are 
gradually falling oflF from your blinded eyes, and that 
you are gently, but surely, opening your hitherto unwil- 
ling hard hearts to be moulded by simple truth, and 
intending, with Divine assistance, to act upon it for the 
future — I say, it is on these grounds, and these alone, 
^ that I can and do give, to each of you, the right hand of 
Christian fellowship, and call you, as I believe I very 
consistently can, " my beloved Christian brothers.'' Then 
I charge you, in His holy name, to stand quiet whilst He 
harnesses you with that truth. As time and opportunity 
admit, I may at a future day explain to you the nature 
of the conflict, give you some idea of what you will have 
to contend with, and fortify your minds with some faint 
semblance of the enormous magnitude of the work in 
which you have enlisted. 

A parting word, dear brethren, as to the enormity of 
the work I Never forget it is God's work, not yours ; 
and yet it is yours, for He pleases to make you instru- 
ments in His hands. Its . magnitude will, however, 
stimulate you, the more, especially, as the besult is 
CERTAIN. But if I were to teU you it is His work, and 
He will do it of Himself without you, you may lay down 
and go to sleep, would you not feel dispirited ? No, He 
has been pleased to grant you greater honour I To you 
it is given, to you and every other member of the great 
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Christian family, to work this great work I Talk of 
railways I talk of telegraphs I they are but as a village 
to a continent, compared to this work. Its aim is the 
pacification of the whole world — a consummation which 
nothing will ever effect but Christianity ; but, as I said 
before, it will be practical Christianity. And the con- 
sideration of this PRACTICAL CflRiSTiANiTT will open up 
to our minds a vast number of most important questions, 
and 

Voices* Appoint a day, brother, and we will meet you 
for their discussion. 

Reformer. That's impossible. But having shown you 
some things we must not do, I want to embrace the 
earliest opportunity of pointing out very many things 
that must be done, by every member of the Christian 
family, in matters intimately connected with the present 
subject, namely, the peace and evangelization of the 
world — two of the most prominent of which will be the 
universal correspondence of peace Christians, in contradis- 
tinction with Christians who admit of war, and another the 
establishment of univeraal worship meetings. The schemes, 
however, that will open up to expansive, beneficent, and 
persevering minds, will be so magnificent, the prospects so 
brilliant, and the consequences so glorious, that you 
cannot bear them now. Nor will you ever be able to 
bear them, until you go to the Strong for strength, where 
you will have your faith and other graces increased. 
Thither we'll all repair, beloved Christian brethren, 
before we meet again. Farewell, dear brothers, farewell. 

Voices. We will ! we will ! dear brother, farewell, 
farewell. 

Piloted for A. W. Bjcxmbit, &, Bisliopsgate-street Without. 



